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of capitalisation equal to the amounnt he has
put 1o.

Hon. Sir Edward Wittenoom: The only
diffieulty 15 that you have not said what you
intended.

Hon. A. LOVEKIN: Then that is the
re<alt of drafting amendinents on the tloor
of the Tlouse. T wanted the members of a
selert committer to gef around a fable and
threash it all out. Tr. Raw and Mr. Stephen-
son think it can he done here. The amend-
ment T have moved gives an idea of the
result of draftine amendments nn the floor
of the TTouse,

Progress reported.

BILL—FORESTS ACT AMENDMENT.
Assembh’s further Message.

Messame received from the Assembiyv noti-
fving that it no longer dizagreed to tho
amendiment tade hy the Council.

How-r adjonrned at 6.2 pom,

Beaislative Hagembly,
Thursday, 8th November, 1928.
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The SPEARER took the Chair at 420
p-m and read prayers.

ELECTION RETURN—WILLIAMS-
NARROGIN DISTRICT.

The SPEARNER annonneed the retum to
a writ far the eleetion of a memhber for the
Williams-Narrogin distriet, showing that Mr.
Vietor Doney had hren elected.
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BILL—CREMATION.

Introduced by Mr, Nortk and read a first
time,

BILL—QUARRY RAILWAY
EXTENSION,

Report of Committe adopted.

BILL—FORESTS ACT AMENDMENT.
Council’s Message.

Message from the (‘ouncil notifying that
it insisted upon its amendment to the B:ii
now eonsidered.

In Committee.

Mp. Lutey in the Chair; the Premier 14
charge of the Bill

The PREMIER: T find I am reluetantly
compelled to accept the amendwment made
by another place.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: You eould have
o conference with their managers.

The PREMIER : That is not quite a safe
procedure.

Hon. G. Taylor: It is too risky.

The PREMIER: If the managers could
not acree, we wounld lose the Bill. 1 prefer
to lose £3000, rather than £43000.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: I am afraid
T ourht to quote some of your =peeche~
ahont the control of finances!

The PREMIER: I admit that this means
handing over te some extent the eontrol of
the finances to another place. T cannot un-
derstand the attitude of mrind oi” memhers
in another place who opposei the Bill
Members sit here and in another place night
after nieht and ask for all kinds of woric
to he eurried oni in their electorates. Since
the diseussion on the Estimates eommenced,
T.am snte requests have been made from
both sides of the Ieuse for work that
wanld  run  inte the expenditnre of
£1.000.60600,

Mr. Fereuson:
finished vet.

The PREMIER: That is trne, There is
the need for new hnildings. incrensed ae-
cammodation. and nther far’lities in various
parts of the State. and here is an instance
of £5.000 heing unneregsarily heid up! Due-
inrr the disens<ion in the Legislative Coun-
cil the Minister there pointed out that, tak-

And the requests are not
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ing the average costs the £5,000 would be
sufficient to erect 25 schools in country dis-
tricts. There is n¢ gainsaying the faet that
the money is pot required in the fund at all.
There is quite sufficient now for the year,
but nevertheless this £5,000 extra must go
into the fund and remain idle and unused
for 12 months, while various requirements
all over the State must languish beeanse of
want of funds. I cannot appreciate the
motive that actuated members who insisted
upon this amendment.

Mr. Angelo: HKspeeially after your state-
ment the other day when you said you had
altered your attitude towards the Couneil.

The PREMIER: I may have to alter
that attitude again.

Hon. G. Taylor:
alteration!

The PREMIER: Yes, it will have to be
final this time. However, that is the posi-
tion. There is no doubt that some of the
work that is urgently required in various
parts of the State will not be carried out.
We shall have to refuse requests that have
been made for those works on account of
the attitude Legislative Council members
bhave adopted. The erection of the mental
reception home at Point Heathcote will
cost something over £40,000, and the in-
stitution will require a stafi of 39 officers.

Mr. Mann: Will sueh 2 large staff be
necessary ?

The PREMIER: The institution will
cost £135,000 for npkeep and maintenance.

Mr. Mann: What was the estimate re-
gardine the staff before the building was
commenced.

The PREMIER: I cannot say at the
moment, but the estimate now is for a staff

Let this be the final

of 39.
Mr. Mann: To control how many
patients?

The PREMTER: I cannot say; it is not
known yet, FEvidently it is anticipated that
there will be a large number of patients
when it is estimated that a staff of 39 will
be required. That will mean so mueh extra
for maintenance and upkeep. Then there
are the additions at the Old Men’s Home,
where a hospital ward has been erccted.
That will mean an increased staff there and
will probably absorb another £2,000 a year.
There are two items alone, and I conld go on
giving other items to show how the position
will he affected throughout the State. Ex-
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penditure is mounting up all the time in
order to cope with the requirements of our
inereasing population. Here we are de-
prived of the use of £5,000 that is not re-
quired in the fund and will perforce have
to remain idle! I do not say that the course
will be adopted, but I must point out that
if Parliament insists on placing at the dis-
posal of officials more money than they re-
guire, there will be an ineentive to spend
the additional funds.

Hon. G. Taylor: Exaetly.

The PREMIER: If the ofticials say that
they cannot spend more than they have at
their dispesal, and Parliament pushes more
funds on to them, there will be the ten-
dency on the part of officials to say, “If
vou foree money upon us that we do not
recquire, we will find some means of spend-
ing it.”” Of course I am not afraid that that
will be the consequence of the Couneil's
action on this oecasion. The fact remains
that it is a case of accepting what we have,
or losing the lot. Tf the Bill i= lost, we shall
lose the whole of the sandalwood revenue,
whieh will go info the funds of the Torests
Department.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: What about the
vights of this House. Are w¢ to have a
Parliament Bill hefore us shorily?

The PREMIER: I am afraid a Bill to
assert the rights of this House will have to
follow very sonn. We have not the control
over ancther place that the House of Com-
mons has over the Flouse of Lords in Great
Britain.

Hon. W. .J. Georgs: You wonld not eom-
parce the Couneil with the Lords!

The PREMIER: In FEngland, the Com-
mons ¢an dictate to the Tords after a vear
or two. It appears to me that only sheer
cnssedness ean be the explanation of the
attitude of members of another place. I
move—

That the Couneil’s amendment be no longer
disagreed to.

Hon, Sir JAMES MITCHELL: I am
ufraid the attitude of the Premier is rather
an undignified surrender. We shauld have
fonght for the rights of this House that
have been unsurped by another place. The
thing is ridieulous hecause we already have
£7,000 in the fund, and that is more than
we requure for the year.

The Premier: We have not spent more
than half that amount in a year,
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Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Every-
one knows that we cannot spend any more
money unless we establish a nursery or plan-
{ailon in some part of the State, and fence
it off, and so on.

The Premier: Of course we could squan-
der ihe money.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: 1 know
that where there is stock, they eat the young
sandalwood down. That has been the ex-
perience in the older distriets, and I sup-
pose it will be the experienece in the newer
distriets. We have more than we ean spend
in the sandalwood fund already and it is
ridiculous to insist upon inore money than
1s required, being paid into that fund. We
have already provided the Conservator of
Faorests with ali the money he needs,

The Premier: Aund we have not suffiecient
funds for necessury work in other directions.

Heon, 8ir JAMES MITCHELL: The fact
is that we are surrendering our control over
the expenditure. The money must go into
the fund beeause the Aect provides that it
must go there. T wonder if the real position
was explained to members of annther place.

The Premier: It was thoroughly explained
to them, and yet they insisted upon the
amendment.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: As a
result of that, the Premier will have to re-
fuse requests that are made to him for
urgent works, It is the Premier's job to do
that in the eirenmstances. We ean afford
only those things that the people can afford
to pay for. Thev cannot get things they
ceannot afford to pay for. It is idle to ex-
peet the people of the State, scattered as
they are throughout the eountrv, to be pro-
vided with all that is required. It cannot
Le done.

The Premier: If requests are made for
work to be nndertaken, the people will have
to do without mueh that may be necessary.

Hon. 8Sir JAMES MITCHEILL: That is
s0.

Hon, W. J, George: Thev have had to do
without it before now.

Hon. Sir TAMES MITCHELL: We can-
not afford to pay any more in taxation, In
fact, the taxation that is shouldered now is
far more harmful than would he the ex-
penditure of the £5.000 involved in this in-
stance, if it were spent in various directions.
Members of the Teeislative Couneil must
surely realise that if thev insist on eontrol-
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log revenue in the way they are doing and
deny the use of money to us, it simply
means we must get it from other sources.

The Premier: We must colleci money
elsewhere,

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHFELL: Seeing
that we eollect some £50,000 from sandal-
wood, it means that if we are deprived of
the use of the money involved in this in-
stance, it will have to be made up from
taxation or railway freights. That must be
obvious tb anyone.

The Premier: The £5,000 will have to be
taken from the taxpayers in one way or
another.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: The
.members of another place should econ-
sider——

The Premier: The effcct of this on the
taxpayer.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Yes. We
bave a considerable sum in the ordinary fund
created under the Forests Act. 1 do not say
the money should be paid into ordinary re-
venue, but it should be paid into a trust
account and then transferred to the Forests
Department or to revenue as needed. There
is no earthly reason why we should build
up a fund from an annual collection that is
ten times as greut as the requirements of
the department in any one year. To deny
us the money docs not protect the forests
or the Forests Department, because it can-
not he used at the moment by the depart-
ment. The Premier might risk a conference
and see what happens, though if I were in
his place, I should hesiiate, because another
place has altered its Standing Orders to pro-
vide that one manager at a conference stand-
ing out can wreck the Bill.

The Premier: There is always one stupid
creature over there,

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL:
not agree with the Premier there.

The Minister for Works: You said worse
than that when you were over here.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: To single
out one individual would not he very gener-
ous. What the Premier might do is to ask
the Minister in another place to seeure an
alteration of the Stunding Orders so that we
ean meet in conference on even terms. If the
Premier is willing to surrender the rights of
this House on matters of finance, he will
ineur the very serinus displeasure of af leasat
one member of thiz Chamber, and T do not
know how he wiil gmet over that trouble.

I can-
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It seems pretty sure that if the Bill goes
back to another plsee, it will be lost.

Mr. LATHAM : When the Council’'s amend-
ment was previously eonsidered I was under
the impression that the revenue could be
nsed only for the reforestation of sandal-
wood, but I understand that the money may
be used for planting pine forests.

The Premier: No, it is only for sandal-
wood.

Mr. LATHAM: If possible I should like
to see it used for pine planting. We are
sending out of this State yearly a consider-
able sum of money for investment in com-
panies that are operating elsewhere, and I
believe we have Just as suitable soil for
growing pines as is to be found in
New Zealand, Borneo, or anywhere else.
Pine planting would provide work when
unemployment was rife.

The Premier: Have you any idea of what
pine planting has been done here during
the last few years?

Mr. LATHAM: I am aware that a con-
siderable atmount of work has been done.
My point js that when employment is
searce, which is during the winter months—
the most suitable time for planting pirne
trees—surplus labour could be abserbed in
that work.

The CHAIRMAN: The hon. member is
getting wide of the question under discus-
sion.

The Premicer: The question of pine plant-
iug is not affected at all.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: That is 2 mat-
ter of loan funds.

Mr, LATHAM: T accept the Premier’s
assuranee.

Hon. G. TAYLOR: I regret that the
Premier finds himself in the position of hav-
ing to sceept the amendment, If only £5,000
were at stake, I dare say the Premier would
have opposed another place with some con-
fidence, but the amount at stake is £45,000,

The Premier: And another thing at stake
is that T might go to the conference and
murder the man who stood out.

Hon, G. TAYLOR: This Chamber does
not control finanee as it shonld do in aceord-
ance with the Constitution. Tt is time we
had some intimation as to what progress
has been made with the programme decided
upon last year. We then had a diffieulty
with another place on a question of finance
and the difference was snpposed to he sub-
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mitted to Privy Council for desision. The
day is fast approaching when we shall have
to fight another place on this question and
fight it with a weapon that will do some
damage. There is no need for the £5,000
to be given 1o the Forests Department, be-
cause it cannot be spent. It is absurd for
another place to adopt such an attitude. I
hope the Premier will test the rights of an-
other place on the question of finanee. The
money is needed more for revenue than for
forestry.

Question put and pnssed; the Couneil’s
amendment not longer disagreed fo.

Resolution and the

adopted.

The PREMIER: I do not know that an-
other place deserves a message acquainting
it aceordingly. Is it necessary to send such

reported report

‘a2 message?

Mr. SPEAKER: Yes.

Hon. &, Taylor: Do not say how you
accepted it.

The PREMIER: I move—

That a message be returned to the Council
acquainting it accordingly.

The Minister for Works: Make it “thank-
ing the Council.”

Question put and passed.

ANNUAL ESTIMATES, 1828-29.
In Committee of Supply.
Mr.

Resumed from the previous day;
Lutey in the Chair.

Department of AMinister for Agriculiure
continued (Hon. H. Millington, Minister).

Vote—Agricultire £54,251
sidered) :

{partly con-

MR. FERGUSON (Moore) [4.55]: 1
listened with great interest to the very brief
remarks of the Minister in introduneing his
Estimates. He and the officials of his de-
partment are to he congratulated on the
excellent progress that the industry for
which they are responsible made last year.
That was largely due, I think, to the ex-
cellent service the officials have rendered to
the State. Tn the Dircetor of Agriculiure
(JMr. Sutton) we have an official of whom
any country might be proud. TIhroughout



[8 Noveueer, 1928.)

the length and breadth of Australia he is
regarded as one of the foremost authorities
on agriculture. He has done a very fine
work indeed tar this State. A few vears
ago Western Australia was considered to
be a country incapable of producing sulli-
cient wheat for its own people, but last year
it reaped a harvest of over 33,000,000
bushels, and we should be exceedingly nroud
of the achievement. A great deal of the
credit for that is due to the energy and
eathusiasm that the director has infused into
his work. Mr. Sutton has devoted consider-
able time and attention to the development
of experimental farms in different parts of
the State. Those farms have proved a
great snceess, and have materially assisted
in the development of agvienlture generally
and in the production of the gr2at volume
of wheat that last year reached nearly
36,000,000 bushels. Credit to a lesser de-
gree is due to other officials of the depart-
ment. I should like to mention the good
work the sheep and wool inspector has done
for that industry. Last night the Minister
told us that the prodnction of wonl in this
State had inereased by nearly 1 'h. per
sheep. That is a notable achievement.
When we consider that in this hnge State
we have 8,000,000 sheep, suech an inerease
of production is something to bhe proud of.
Much of the credit is doe to the enthnsiasm
that Mr. MeCallum bas put into his work.
In no way has he spared himself in travel-
ling around the country and in advising and
assisting the people engaged in the industrr.
Particularly has he infused preat enthusi-
asm into settlers who are running stud sheep
flocks, and it is largely due to the increase
in the stnd flocks and the dissemination of
good sires among settlers who are rnning
only the ordinary common or garden variety
of sheep that we are able to record an in-
creasing poundage of wool cut. We should
place on record our appreciation »f work
so well and faithfully done by the officials
for an indnstry upon which this State de-
pends so greatly for snecess. Praise shounld
also be meted out to officials such as the
chief inspector of the fruit industrv, the
vitienltural expert and the dairy expert,
who have rendered yeoman service to the
farmers. Last week the Minister for Apri-
calture visited the Wongan Hills lizht lands
farm on the oceasion of the annual ficld day,
when the attendance from the surrounding
distriets totalled something like 300 farm-
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ers, Every farmer for many miles around
takes a great interest in the light lands
farm at Wongan Hills, believing that it is
serving a most useful purpose. The erops
on the farm are the best that have ever been
grown there, notwithstanding the vear being
somewhat lean.  The rainfall at Wongan
Hills has been about 23 per cent. below
the averare, but nevertheless, by renson of
the manner in which the farm has been
conducted, it iz nffording an object lesson
of what our light lands are capable of pro-
ducing. A few years ago the light landsx
of whieh the Wongan Hills farms i= solely
composed, were looked upon as practically
worthless. Now, as the result of the experi-
ments carried on at the Wongan Hills farm,
not an acre of light land for many miles
around is available for selection. By reason
of the lighter rainfall this vear, and also
possibly thanks to better methods of culti-
vation, the light lands are producing better
crops than the heavy lands. For that a
large meed of praise is due to the experi-
ments varried out at the Waongan Hills light
lands farm. I wish to draw the attention
of the Minister for Agriculfure, and also
that of the Treasurer, to the fact that there
is further work which might well be carried
out in connection with our light lands.
During last week a party of about 25 Par-
linmentarians and a similar number of busi-
ness men and representatives of finaneial
institutions paid a visit to the Midland
countrv. While they were there it was
pointed out fo them that between the Mid-
land railway and the coast there is a huge
area of light land which to-day is pro-
ducing nothing. That light land is entirely
different from the light land to be found in
the Wongan Hills and eastern districis gen-
erally. It is of an entirely different natare
from the light land which has been proved
by the Wongan Hills farm. So far as
can be gathered from experiments earried
out. by various farmers, it has not
vet heen proved that this othar light
land is capable of growing profitable crops
of wheat. A gmood deal of it is being used
in eonnection with some of the heavy land
hordering its fringe, but the greater pro-
portion of the huge area of light land is
to-day lving idle, a breeding ground for
vermin such as dingoes, foxes and rabbits.
In my opinion the State mizht well embark
on the estahlishment of ar experimental
farm in that distriet. Tt is a great pity
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such a huge area, comprising 3,000,000 or
4,000,000 acres, and situated immediately
alongside a railway, with as good and as
assured a rainfall as is to be found in the
State, a rainfall of between 20 and 25 in-
ches, should lie unused. Therefore I urge
upon the Minister for Agrieulture that he
should at an early date establish an experi-
mental farr in that distriet. The expen-
ments should be in the direction of the
growth of fodder erops and the running of
sheep. It is far bebter that the State
should make the experiment than that a few
dozen private individnals should spend
their money in an endeavour to prove
whether the light land in question is or is
not suitable for settlement. Some time ago
T mentioned the matter to the present Ain-
ister for Lands, and he was of opinion that
it would not be advisable just now to es-
tablish another cxperimental farm in the
Midland distriet, because the Wongan Hills
experimental farm was not far away from
the area to which I allude. However, [
repeat that these two kinds of light land
are entirely dissimilar from each other.
Morenver, the area which I snggest should
he tested is situated some 60 miles from the
Wongan Hills farm. Thos there is ample
reason why the Government should estah-
lish an experimental farm in that distriet,
If it should prove that the land is useless,
it should be fenced so that the vermin
breeding there will not be a menace to sett-
lers on adjoining lands. The time is fast
approaching when Western Australia will
find it diffienlt to provide applicants with
land that we know can be profitably settled.
Therefore, if we ean develop another huge
area comprising 3,000,000 or 4,000,000 acres
of land capable of accommodating several
thousand seftlers, it will be mn excellent
thing for the State. The parly who weni
on the Midland tour last weck had their ai-
tention drawn to this area. They saw
some of it, and I heard several remarks
to the effect that it was a pity so much
apparently decent country should be lying
idle. The people who have scttled in those
localities have gone in largely for the grow-
ing of wheat and the production of sheep.
However, the eountry is not suitable for
wheat growing, and not many men are game
to take it up for the produetion of sheep
alone. During last night's discussion re-
ference was made to espenditure ineurred
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by the Agricultural Department in the im.
portation of stallions from the Eastern
States. 1 desire to commend the Minister
for Agrieunlture on the assistance he has
rendered to the Royal Agricultural
Society in their endeavours to improve the
breed of draught horses in the State. A sug-
gestion was wihade that some draught stal-
lions should be imported from England, but
the bulk of the draught horses there would
be entirely unsuvitable for Western Austra-
lian conditions, They are neariy all Shire
horses, and we do pot waui those aere.
They are big, Leavy-boned, nairy-legged
horses, entirely unsuitable for farm work
in this country. If we could get some stal-
lions from Secotland, the home of the Cly-
desdale, the effeet in improving the type of
Western Australian draught horse would be
most marked. The ecost of importation
would he heavy—more than most of the in-
dividnal farmers in Western Australia
could bear. T would suggest to the Minis-
ter, however, that he might set aside a few
hundred pounds to be devoted to the im-
portation of a few stallions from Scotland,
and that the whole cost of a stallion should
not be charged up to the farmer who takes
charge of him. Otherwise the expense will be
prohibitive to the farmer. There has been
a controversy as to whether the horse or
the tractor is cheaper for Western
Australian farm work. I am inclined to
think—and 1 am sure mosi men who have
had experience of tractors and horses on
the same farm will agree with me—that
there is no comparison between the cost of
work done by horses and that Jone by
tractors. The horse beats the tractor on the
score of economy every time. Although it
may not be praeticable to put in large
arcas of crop with horses m drier distriets,
where there is a shoriuge of water, still,
wherever the farmer has the necessary eon-
veniences for working horses they will beat
the tractor out of sight in the matter of
cost of production. The Minister mmight
take up the matter of importation of stal-
lions with the Royal Agricultural Society.

MR. STUBBS (Wagin) [5.12]: The im-
portance of this vote warrants agrienltural
members on both zides of the Chamber in
showing a keen interest in it. T eongratu-
late the Minister for Agriculture on the re-
markable rapidity with which he has taken
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a grip of the duties of the high and honour-
able position he oceupies. It waz a pleasure
to travel around the country with him and to
hear the addresses he delivered to farmers.
He showed a keen practicai interest in (he
problems eonfronting the man on the land,
particularly the settler on ontback areas,
where farming on sound lines has only re.
cently begun. I observe that the Minister
has succeeded in getting an extra £10,000
from the Treasurer, and I feel sure that
money will be wisely spent. Every agrieul-
tural member will agree with me that the
Minister’s aetion is in the mght direction,
hecause the last bushel of wheat that ean be
extracted from the soil by seicntific methods
is going to be the bushel that counts. For
years a numhber of farmers not conversant
with the growth of the plant called wheat
nsed bad methods. T say that advisedly, They
had not the experience of late and early
varieties of wheat, and they depended en-
lirely upon late rains, which sometimes did
not eome until May, with the result that
crops failed. I have in mind a huge area of
country in the eastern portion of my elee-
torate which during the years 1914, 1915 and
1916 was under a heavy cloud in the eves of
the officers of the Lands Department, the
Agricultural Department and the Agrieul-
tural Bank. Year after year the yields there
wore less and less. Alany of the farmers
during that period reaped merely sufficient
grain to enable them to seed their holdings
in the following year. The Government of
the day sent Mr. Sution, the Director of
Agricullure, to inquire into the matter. It
was thought that the soil in the locality
was deficient. Tndeed, the Agricultural Bank
trustees were so perturbed that they made
up their minds to advance no more money
in the distriet until it was proved whether
or not the land was suitable. Last week a
show was held in that district, and it was
demonstrated to the satisfaction of every
visitor that the district so roundly eondemned
by the Agricultural Bank Trustees cnly a
few years ago had put over 50,000 bags of
wheat on the railway, together with 5,000
hales of wool. JMixed farming in Western
Australia, in my opinion, is going to be the
main factor in the success of the State;
cspecially so on light lands, which my
friend, the member who has just resumed
his scat, brought under the notice of the
Committee. T am positive that immense areas
of Crown lands, lizht sandy soil with a elay
foundation, are eapable of producing much

1759

wealth. Tt brings me to this point that T
want the Committer and the Minister especi-
ally to grip, namely, the importance of
analysing the soil. Tt is idle for any man to
tell me, after the axperience T had for many
vears in farming an 8,000-acre property in
this State, that the whole of the =¢il requires
100 tbs. of superphosphate per acre. Yet
99 out of every hundred farmers adopt the
principle of putting the same quantity of
super on te all the land, whether it requires
it or not.

Mr. Ferguson interjected.

Mr. STUBBS: I am talking of a subjeet
about which [ know something. T have seen
suel enormons supplies of superphosphates
put on the land that the bloeck has been
burnt. There are farmers with 15 years'
experience in my clectorate who could prove
what I om saying. 1 desire the Minister, if
it lies in his power—and I am sure he will
be very willing to accept the advice if it ean
be put into operation—to adopt a suggestion
I am about to makz, The last time I brought
up this subject here T was told there was at
Muaresk a laboratory where soils could be
analysed. I should like the Minister to find
out whether it is not feasible to do what has
heen done in the Oll Country for the past
20 yeurs or more. In England ‘key bhave a
Inboratory fitted up on wheels and travelling
round from one end of the agrienltural dis-
tricts to the other, analysing soils for a small
fee. 1 feel sure that if sueh a plan were put
into operation in this State it would be the
means of greatly inereasing the wealth de-
rived from the soil. I hope the Minister will
inquire whether a properly equipped labora-
tory could not pe utilised for travelling
around the ecountry, ¥ feel convinced that
the farmers would readily bear the cost of
that ecquipment, together with the mainten-
anee. 1n this T am voicing the opinion of a
great number of farmers in the Great South-
ern district who would be willing to meet
the cost of that laboratory and its main-
tenance. I alzo desite to pay a tribute to the
assistance departmental officers are giving
to the farmers in the direction of improving
their crops. The sheep industry is a very
valuable one. I make bold to say that for
every farmer in the Great Southern distriet
who is making good by wheat-growing, there
are 99 who are deing better by mixing the
wheat-growing with sheep-raising I do not
think there is a storekeeper in Western Aus-
tralia who has any grounds for anxiety re-
garding the accounts of farmers who run at
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least 100 sheep each. It is the man who iz
not in & position to fenee his holding from
the dingocs who is on the bread line, and
stimggling. Those who started with, say, 50
sheep a few years ago are now well off the
storekeepers’ booke and well off the Agrieul-
tural Bank books, at all events in respect of
interest and sinking fund, I desire to sup-
port the Vote, and I hope that the 1928
wheat yield will be belter than was expected
o fortoight or three weeks ago All the
letters now coming to hand from the Great
Southern districts are of a very much more
encouraging nature thun were those I re-
ceived a few weeks ago. The wheat is filling
out considerably lLetter than was expected;
this in consequence of a few kindly showers
that have fallen. Unforfunately T am afraid
that in the castern portion of the wheat belt
the rain eame a little too late. I ask the
Minister fo urge his officers to continue their
good work and I am sure they will earn the
gratitude of a lot of people connected wiih
agrieniture, which, after all, is the baekhone
of Western Ausiralia’s future prosperity.

MR. C. P. WANSBROUGH (Bever-
ley [5.22]: I wish particularly to deal
with the subject of the Avondale furm. Tt
is & bardy annnal. For some time past the
farm has been partly under the eontrol of
the Group Settlement Board, and has been
used as a caitle holding ground for group
settlement purposes. T do not know whether
it was due to a change in policy, but quite
recently a large number of cattle were
shifted, and T wunderstand the Avondale
farm is not panning out quite as was ex-
peeted when it was made a cattle holding
ground for group settlement purposes. T
hope it is due to a change in the policy of
the department, and I sincerely hope the
Minister will indicate to us what is to be
the policy of the department in respect of
that estate in fulure. I know there is a wide
diversity of opinion as to what should be
done with it. Recenily the Minister had sug-
gestions put up fo him hy people in au-
thority that it should be disposed of. I do
not agree with that. From the point of view
of demonstrating what can be achieved in
the production of pure seeds and what can
be done in regard b improving our pastures.
the farm is too valuable for the department
to dispose of it, at all events in the near
future. TIf the estate were handed over to
the care of Mr. Sutton, the Director of Ag-
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riculture, he would make good use of it, and
the farm would fulfil what it is eminently
ndapted for, namely, research work in re-
tation to plant diseases, the production of
sced wheat, and demonstrating what ean be
done to improve our pastures. Quite recently
we had an opportunity under the guidance
of the Minister to attend the field day de-
monstration at Avondale and see something
of what has been done, more particularly in
regard to seed plots. But in my view the
hest demonstratien of all was as to what ean
be done towards iniproving pastures in that
area by growing subterranean elover.
Avondale s in a distriet that en-
joys an  18-inech wainfall. Tt has been
said thal subterranean eclover requires
a very heavy rainfall. On the day
previous to the Avondale field day we had
an opportunity, in company with the Min-
ister, to inspect Daliak, the property of Mr.
A. J. Monger, of York. If there is one de-
monstration that stands out as an educa-
tion of what can be done in that area, it is the
clover that we saw, There is not the slightest
doubt that, hy the application of top-dress-
ing and with careful handling, Mr. Monger
has hrought his estate up to a point in pro-
duetion of fodders that is a revelation. The
Avondale farm alsw has 150 acres of clover,
whieli was put in last year. While not in
anything like the same stage of advance-
ment that we saw at Daliak, nevertheless it
shows whal ean bLe done in the Avondale
distriet. And when we consider that the rain-
fall inereases as one goes soulh, it is seen
how the carrving eapacity of the land can
be improved by superphosphate and careful
handling. Quite a lot of attempis to estab-
lish subterrannean clover have been made in
the Great Sonthern in the past. In some in-
stances total failure vesulted, but in others
a partial suceess was achieved.

The Premier: What is the variety of
clover that Mr. Monger has?

Mr. . P. WANSBROUGH: Subter-
rancan elover. In ithe past the trouble has
been that while a lot of capital and energy
has been put into the production of clovers.
the wrong varieties have heen tried. There
appears to he in the State no authority to
point out which iz the proper variety for
a given distriet. 1 believe it is hy mere
ehanee that Mr. Moneer has sneceeded with
his clover. T have had some personal experi-
ence of the problem. Six or seven vears ago
I attempted to estahlizh clover on my place.
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I certainly did sueeced, but not to anything
like the extent achieved by Mr. Monger.
Awmong the original seeds [ used, fortunately
there were one or two earlier varieties and
not only are they out growing the cther
varieties, but they are pushing out the
natural grasses and weeds. A mistake has
heen made in the past by planting the wrong
varieties. Suceess depends on the introdue-
tion of the earlier varieties. Therein I hope
the Minister and his officers will succeed in
the problem of identifying the variety that is
proving so suecessful. Jf the department can
do that, it will be of wvery great help
to” those  attempting to  establish
clovers. As 1 said just now, I hope
the Minister will indicate what the depart-
ment are going to do with Avendale. Natur-
ally we were disappointed when Lhe Gov-
ernment of the day did not use that
magnifieent estate for the establishment of
an agricultural ecollege. Still T believe it
can fulfil just as important & part if it be
handed over to Mr, Sutton, the Director of
Agriculture, for the production of cereals
and for use as a depot wheve plant diseases
and other problems can he investigated.
That brings me to the so-called Beverley
sheep disease. By prominent publie men in
other districts it is still referred to as the
Beverley sheep disease, but I am glad to
see that it has been definitely named by the
department as the braxy-like disease. I
wish to congratulate the departmental
officers on the cfforts they are putting into
the work of determining the cause of that
ailment. In the Beverley distriet to-day
there are not one-third the losses thaf we
used fo have, but unfortunately the ravages
of the disease are spreading to other dis-
tricts and it seems likely that the disease
will hecome established in those districts.
The departmental officers are giving every
attention to the solution of the problem, and
with the energy that Mr. Bennetts, who is
in charge of the investigation, is putting
into it, it should not be long bhefore the prob-
lem is solved, to the benefit of the State
generally, The member for Moeore (Mr.
Ferguson) referred to the good work thal
waz being done by Mr. MeCallum, the wonl
expert. T eche those sentiments, and more
particularly should T also like fo pay a
tribute to Mr. McCallum for the assistance
he is giving to the vonng people. When-
ever he demonstrates. he tries to seenre as
many ¥Young people as possible at his gath-
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crings. He even goes further; he invites
them to bring along their own sheep, and
then gives them practieal demonstrations
of the value of various classes of
wool and the finest types of sheep, Un-
fortunately, Mr. MeCallum is seriously han-
dicapped by the inadequate means of trans-
port provided for him. He is dependent
absolutely on the train service and the assist-
ance farmers ¢an give him when he arrives
by rail. If he were provided with a car,
as other officers are, he would do much
better work and a{ less cost to the depart-
ment. Moreover, he would save a consider-
able amount of lime. When introdneing the
Lstimates the Minister referred to the good

work  that  was  being  done at  the
State farms, e ulso peaid a tribute
to the Director of Agriculture, who

by the adoption of scientific methods has
secured excellent results at the various ex-
perimental farms. Tt is that feature more
than anything eise that will benefit the State
as regards its future production—the adop-
tion of correct methods of farming.

MR. ANGELQ (Gascoyne) [5.33]: I re-
gret that these Estimafes were introduced
at sueh a late hour last night, beecause it
necessitated the Minister curtailing his re-
marks considerably. 1 was hoping, on this
important department, that the Minister
would, in his usual fluent style, make a
specch on the agrieultural development of the
State which we e¢ould have bad printed in
pamphlet form and distributed throughout
various parts of ihe world, He had a very
happy story to tell last night, and T am per-
feetly cortain that if time had permitted,
he would have related that story even better
than he actunally did. True, we have a pub-
lieity officer who sends out periodically, good
infermation about our agricultaral develop-
ment, and the progress of the State gener-
ally. Unfortunately, however, the issue of
his pamphlet is very limited, and the people
in the Fastern States as well as in other
parts of the world are not able to arquire
the knowledge of the progress we are mak-
ing. Let me give one instanre that will
point out the neecessity for having this in-
formation more widelv distributed. Three
months agn, whilst in Meclhourne, T met two
snns of pastorzlists who told me they had
intended coming to Western Australia either
tn purchase a station or take up land for
the purpose of stocking it with sheep, but
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that they had had some disquieting informa-
tion given them. They were told by the
gheep expert of one of the big stock firms
doing 'buosiness in Melbourne that though the
State was progressing, unfortunately the
wodl ioff the sheep in Western Australia
averaged only 5 bs. That information, they
said, ‘put them ofl their original intention.

Hon. G. Taylor: Tt did not average much
more n ‘the Bastern States for many years.

Mr. ANGELO: I know. Fortunately I
had with me a eopy of the pocket handbook
issued by the Government Statistieian of
Western Australia and I was able to con-
vince them that what they had been told
by the so-called expert was wrong. It was
a dastardly thing to say; I can use no ather
expression, though the information may have
been given in ignorvance. It was gratify-
ing to hear the Minister tell the House
last night that the weight of wool per
gsheep was increasing so satisfactorily.
When the annual report of the ramifiea-
tions of this important department
is issmed, the prineipal features of
it shonld be extracted and published in pam-
phlet form. After all, the Agricultural De-
partment is the kev department of the eivil
service of the State. The Lands Depart-
ment surveys the land and sells it; the Poh-
lic Works Department builds railwavs ani
roads, and the other departments assist, hui
it i3 all due to the good adviee or the bhai
advice as the case may be that is given
by the Agricultural Department whether we
progress or nof. It is my firm eonviction
that the Agricultural Department has done
more than good work. Sinee the present
system has been adopted of having a prae-
tical man at the head, there has heen assured
a continuily of policy. Tt was in 1919, {
think, that the present Director of Agricul-
ture was appointed, and since them he has
been able Lo secure the services of experts
to nssist him, and the proeress made has
been most satisfaclory, We must not be
miggardly in respect of the experts we em-
ploy, and we want them fo go amongst
the farmers and the pastoralists and show
them the right way to do their work, A
lot of money is lost by individuals who, a5
laymen, set out to do things about which
they know very little. Buf with the experts
to guide then they can always he put on
the right path. The employvment of experts
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in rendering such assislance is of cconomic
advantage o the State. T am very pleased
fo henr that we are still discovering new
land that is eapable of seitiement. As a
matter of fact, we do not know what
we possess, and what our land is
capable of growing, It is not so
very long since we started growing sub-
terrancan clover, and lately we have had
proved to us the value of blue Tupin. Just
before I came to this House there was an
agitafion o declare the blue lupin a nox-
ious weed. Now see what is being done in
the Geraldton distriet! In February Mr.
Green showed some friends of mine a litile
paddock of G5 acres in which he had 500
sheep, whiel, from September to Febru-
ary, hnd been kept fat on blue lupin alone.
That was an extraordinary thing, Why I
meution blue lupin is that I was down in
the South-West the other day and I came
across self-sown patehes of blue lupin fully
three feet high, This was growing as far
south as Harvey and was doing wonderfully
well, At the back of the Old Men’s Home,
about 200 yards to the north of the road,
hen. members may see for themselves a pateiy
of blue lupin growing on land that might
be considered to be absolutely useless. 'The
other day [ paid a visib to the Yanchep
Caves, and a farmer in a small way there
showed me about a quarter of an acre of
lupins. They were only depending on the
rainfall and were doing wonderfully well.
We have been accustomed to think that all
ihe land to the south of Fremantle and to
the north of Wanneroo is of not much value,
but if we can establish on that land the
blue lupin and subterranean clover, T would
not be surprised to find it earrying three or
four sheep to the acre. 1 am not going to
suggest that an experimental farm shouid
be establigshed, but if the Minister happens
to be ont that way he might make an offer
to some of the people there to sow the seed
which might be supplied to them, with some
fertiliser, and in that way establish
their own experimental plots. The value

of such an experiment to the State,
in the event of its being sueceessful,
can be well imagined. T hope the Min-

ister will tell the Director of Agriculture
and his officers how pleased members arz
with the work they arve doing. I trnst they
will continue to do that good work in the
interests of the State.
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MR, GRIFFITHS (Avon) [5.27). It is
gratifying to know that the Minister for
Agriculture had an interesting story to tell
last night, and whilst the season has been
the worst we have had sinee 1913, ihe results
that have been achieved in the farming areas
are such that shonld give us great enecour-
agement in regard to the opening up of
other areas, and preclude us from taking n
pessimistic view such as that beld apparently
by the leader-writer of the “West Austra-
lian.” In an article headed “Thousands of
Farms,” published yesterday morning, the
writer makes the common mistake of allnd-
ing to the scheme as that of “The 3,50u
Farms Scheme.” In ceonversation with the
Minister for Lands, he definitely told me
that it is a 3,000 farins scheme, not 3,501
The latter figures have beer repeated so often
that they seem to have heen accepted as cor-
rect by everybody. The article in question
58y5—

The net debt of 65 millions would seem a
tremendously heavy burden to he borme by
100,000 people living in a eompact area like

Vietoria; spread over one million square miles
of territory we have the comforting feeling

Note the sarcasm of the writer.

that if the debt is high per head, it is at
least low per acre.

He goes on to point ouf that we have, un-
der tremendous difficulties, carried a river
uphill to the goldficlds; that we bave builc
& harbour at Fremantle out of most un-
promising material, that we have opened up
the wheat belt, and that most of the settle-
ment in the South-West has been ecarried
oui, and then he goes on to indicate thati we
should endeavour to get men with eapital to
go on the land hecause there is a big chance
that if we get bad seasons and we have men
without capital on the land, we shall face
disaster. The first paragraph of the leading
article concludes with the sentence—

The spirit of Lord Forrest. which demanded

contemptaously of the voice of Caution,
{*What’s a million?’’ is still with us.

I do not know that that spirit of optimism
is altogether to be deplored. The spirit that
carried the Premier, the other Ministers and
many members to the goldfields in vears
gone by, still remains with us. If big things
have been accomplished in the past, there
are big things that will have to ba accom-
plished in the future. Aftention is éirected
to that phase in the “West Anstralian’s”
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leading article. It is pointed out that, de-
spite the big public debt, we must settle the
country areas, and while it is quite right to
sound a note of warning regarding proper
caation that should be exercised, it must be
remembered that on the recommendation of
the Migration Commission a considerable
amount of money is being spent in th: areas
1 refer to, and we must make sure that no-
thing rash shall be done. The object is to
see that the scheme is established on such
a footing that there will not be any ghastly
mistakes made. In view of that, there is
no reason why we should be timid regarding
the 3,000 farm; scheme. Recently *he Min-
ister and members travelled with me to at-
tend the Merredin experimental farm field
day. Outside the wool shed there was posted
up on a notice hoard the following mntima-
tion :— )

Useful rain.—Monthly rainfall was above
the average in Juiy by 36 points, and Angust
by 19 points, all other months were below the
avernge.  Useful rainfall 1st April to 19th
OQctober. 1928, was 707 points. being 165
points lower than the average for the past 16
yenrs,

Hon. members will see that the useful rain-
fall was nearly 134 inches short. It is small
wonder that the visitors from the Easterr
States who were present were astonished to
see the crops looking so well. Among those
present were master bakers from Newv Zea-
land and from the Fastern States, and they
were surprised at the appearance of the
crops. Those of us who have heen interested
in the opening up of the outer wheat belt
were certainly encounraged by the sight of
sneh finc-looking erops on the farm, par-
ticnlarly in view of the meagre rainfall, the
worst for 16 years. We saw growing there
a wheal that was originally known as Mer-
redin 15, but which is now known as Noon-
gaar. Tt is a very promising wheat, par-
ticularly in the lighter rainfall areas. With
such results obtained this season, we have
good reason to expect splendid returns from
that class of wheat in the portions of the
wheat belt with which we are more familiar.
In addition to the Noongaar wheat, splen-
did results were noticed with Mulga oats,
Algerian beans and snail clover. Flax was
also grown there, and flax growers from the
Eastern States expressed their astonishment
at finding that we could produce snch fine
flax with so small a rainfall. Tn view of
what has been accomplished at the Merre-
din farm, there should be no undue timidity
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mn opening up that class of conutry. We
bave heard eertain disquieting reports re-
garding these areas and in my opinion such
reports should be denocunced. T have read
such headings as “Bullfinch erops a failure”
and “Southern Cross is settled.”

Mr. Teesdale: Did that appear in the
“Primary Producer”?

Mr. GRIFFITHS: No, in eertain coun-
try newspapers, There were many dispar-
aging comments in those papers about the
Yilgarn districts, and they should certainly
be denounced. The statements made were
so mueh moonshine. In view of the rain-
fall we had during the useful period, it is
most encouraging to find so many crops
grown successfully in that part of the State.
Of course during the previous season, when
there was plenty of rain, the farmers counld
hardly help getting good results. This year,
with proper farming methods and the pro-
per types of erops, very fine results nave
been obtained. Tn inspeeting various crops,
and in response to inquiries as to why cer-
tain of them were more smnecessful, we re-
celved the same old story. The reason for
siecess wag attributed to proper farming
methads and the correct varieties of wheat.
Many of the paddocks had the story of the
failure written plainly across them. It was
evident that fallowing had not been carried
out, and unsuitable varietics of wheat had
been msed. In some instances the results
indicated the need for the issuing of depart-
mental eirculars by the Minister. On one
farm there was seen a good crop extending
for seven or eight chains, whereas the cen-
tre of the field was absolutely bare. Sue-
cess was achieved on the outside of the field,
while failure resulted in the centre.  The
explanation was that the outer ring of the
paddock had heen well fallowed, whereas
in the eentre of the field, for various rea-
sons, that had not heen done. I had hoped
to get the Minister for Agrienlture to visit
the districts north-east of Westonia and T
still hope to persuade him, together with
bank inspeefors, to consider whether any-
thing can be done with the 4,000 or 5,000-
aere blocks, to sccure better prodoction. Tn
my opinion the holdings are altogether too
larze. In view of the developments that
have proved that better results can be ob-
tained from the light land wilh an ordinary
or light rainfall, T believe it would he ad-
vantageous to cut up those large holdings,
Tt has heen shown that big areas of first-
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class land are pot required. If the holdings
were smaller, they would probably develop
inte good wheat propositions, whereas at
present the large dimensions of the hold-
ings make them more semi-pastoral, rather
than agricultural, I believe the largest
holding comprises 4,900 acres. 1 hope the
Minister for Agrienlture will go into the
question and see whether steps ean be taken
to bring those areas into full production.
I would like to revert to the 3,000 farms
scheme and the “West Aunstralian’s” com-
ments.

The CHAIRMAN: Order! T think the
hon. member should disecuss that matter
when we deal with the Lands Estimates. I
know the two subjects are interwoven, but
I think it would be better to deal with that
phase on the Lands Estimates,

Mr. GRIFFITHS: I think the climatic
conditions I have referred to have evers-
thing to do with farming operations,

The CHATIRMAN: But the hon, member
is disenssing the settlement that is to take
place under the 3,000 farms scheme, and
that ¢ould more properly be dealt with un-
der the Lands Estimates.

Mr. GRIFFITHS: It has to be remem-
bered that there is another influence that
will make for successful operations in the
settlement of the outer areas. It is a well-
known faet that south of Beverley and
York, the influences of the ecoastal rains
and what is known as the “Albany doctor”
become more pronounced. Once we leave
the castern side of the railway system and
o south into new eountry—settlers do not
care much about going in a northerly
direction—it is well-known that each mile
further south means a better rainfal] area.
Rather than be dismayed at the prospect
of extending farming operations in an east-
erly direction, T think the influences I have
mentioned will render farming there mueh
safer. In advocating such extreme caution,
the “West Anstralian’’ did not take into
consideration that much of the country to
be farmed will rome within the influences
of the south coastal rains.

Mr, Teesdale: The ¢“West Australian®”
advocates very great caution in connection
with the scheme!

Mr. GRIFFITHS: Yes,

Mr. Lindsay: What does the newspaper
mean by that?
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Myr. Teesdale:
nothing is risked!

Mr. GRIFFITHS: In view of our pres-
eut vperalions and what we intend to do,
I secured, through the courtesy of the
Commonwealth Statistician, records of
rainfall from such centres as Wiluna. Some-
how people have got it into their heads
that in going east of Southern Cross farm-
ing operations there will not be safe. While
a note of caution may he wise, a perusal of
the rainfall records extending over the past
29 years at various places in the goldfields
areans, makes one really astonished. Thn
records show what a good rainfall is ex-
perienced. These figures are informative:—

A lot will be done if

points,
Wiluna, over 27 years 9.83
Mt, Sir Samuel, over 24 years .. 8.79
Laswlers, over 29 vears 8.27
Doyle’s Well. over 8 vears 1124
Laverton, over 26 years .. 9.69
Morgans, over 26 years .. 8.91
Leonora, over 28 years R.7T
Mt. Tda. over 9 years 9.%9
Kookynie, over 24 years .. 10.19
Menzies. over 29 wvears 9,79
Sandstone, over 21 years .. 9.25

Mr. Maley: At what time of the year
does that rain fall?

Mr. GRIFFITHS: The peint is that is
the rainfall for country marked on the map
as desert.

Mr. Maley: You could not grow wheat
on it.

Mr. GRIFFITHS: But we could grow
sheep on it. The member for Mount Mar-
goret knows that. East of Kalgoorlie,
Zanthus, over eight vears has had an aver-
age rainfall of 10,39. Those records of rain-
fall in country marked on the map as des-
ert shounld give us great eomfort regarding
any eastward extension of settlement now
in hand or contemplated. Several members
have spoken of the advisableness of impor-
ting Clvdesdale stallions. I have already
brouzht under the notice of the Minister
a suggestion from the Roval Agrieuliural
Society that a Government subsidy should
be provided for the importation of Clydes-
dale stallions. The sugwestion was con-
veved to me by men who had been mem-
bers of the soeiety in Scotland before they
eame to this State. They are shrewd
judeges of horses, and they are strongly of
opinion that the class of stallion in this
State is not weighty enourh for farm work.
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They have recommended importation from
Scotland for preference, New Zealand next
in order and, failing that, from the Eastern
States, T mention this to sabisfy the
good people who are very keen on our far-
mers getting the right type of horse that I
have brought their request under the notice
of the Minister. When T was member for
York some years ago ! met a well known
gentleman there who was at one time the
representative for Tast Perth, L[ refer
to M. Titus Lander. He requested wa
to accompany him to inspect a well-bred
bull that had died and for which a
certificate  was required that it had
died from tuberenlosis. There was no
doubt that tubereulosis had been the cause
of death. During that trip I was particu-
larly impressed by Mr. Lander’s statement
abont pleuro, with which he eame into con-
tact in the course of his work in the coun-
try. He was very insistent that pleuro
was far more rife than was gencrally be-
lieved. T brought the mgptter up for dis-
cussion in the House on my return and
asked several questions, and I was informed
that averything possible was haing done. T
am informed to-day there is very little, if
any, improvement in the conditions that
prevailed then. We have recently had a
visit from 8ir Awnold Thieler and have
heen congratulated on our freedom from
many of the diseases that play such havoe
with the flocks and herds of South Africa
and other countries—diseases such as rin-
derpest. I am assured that not only is
pleuro more common than is generally be-
lieved, but that tick can be found in most
corners of the State and that lice on sheep
is not being grappled with as it should be.
I intend to ask the Minister to lay certain
files on the Table in order to ascertain why
instructions issued by the inspectors have
not been carried out gnd why eertain peo-
ple have been let off. Reverting to the
question of migrants and their disposal
after arrival, there is very little cause for
the disgruntled opinions that have appeared
in the “West Australian.” The newcomers
are to be placed on the land on a fifty-
fifty basis with the colonial-born farmers.
The “West Australian” suggests that we
get experienced farmers with eapital. Ae-
cording to the monthly report issued by
the Government, there has been a marked
inerense of inquiries from the Eastern
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States and New Zealand on the subjeet of
land in Western Australia. The number
has been about 800 per month or 10,000 per
year. Surely amongst such a number there
should not be much trouble to get a quota
of farmers with capital to leaven up those
not so well blessed with this world’s goods.
Still, we must remember that many of our
successful farmers, when they seitled on the
land had little capital bevond stout arms
and a determination to sueceed. Tt is
our duty to people this State and
we must open up our agricultural lands.
Western Australia has the largest area of
undeveloped wheat land of any of the
States of the Commonwealth, In Australia
as a whole, there is 200,000,000 acres of land
capable of being used for wheat growing
and only 10,000,000 acres of if is in use.
The largest area is in Western Australia;
ihe next largest area is the mallce country
in the north-west >f Victoria, while smaller
areas are to be found on Eyre’s Peninsula,
all of which are being developed and will be
hrought under production before many years
have passed. In Australia 62 per cent. of
our population is urban and only 38 per
eent. rural. With fully 50 per cent. of the
people of the Commonwealth setiled in the
six capital cities, less than one per cent. of
the area is under cultivation, and no less
than 47 per cent. of the territory is mnoceu-
pied. Fifty per :ent. of the people live in
the six eapital cities, and probatly B0 per
cent. of the population live on a belt of
country 100 miles wide skirting the east,
south and south-western sides of the con-
tinent. While it may be urged that we should
exercise caution in settling our lands, 1 con-
sider there is every justification for our en-
couraging people 1o come here and engage
in farming work, During the last three years
the natural increase of population in Aus-
tralia averaged 80,000 per annum, while the
net inerease by immigration was 40,000, a
total of 120,000 per year, representing an
increase of roughly two per cent Confrast
ihat slow rate of progress with the achieve-
ment of the United States which in 1913, the
vear before the war, received 1,197,800
people from abroad. That is more than the
entire net immigration to Australia from
1560 to 1913.

The CHAIRMAN: The hon. member is
digressing on to Lands Estimates again.

Mr. GRIFFITHS : Very well, I shall
switch off. Fox a whole decade the average
wheat yield of Wastern Australia has been
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stagnant, while that of the Eastern States
has been steadily increasing. Western Aus-
{ralia’s yield from 1909 to 1913, inelusive,
averaged 10.86 bushels, while from 1919-20
to 1923-24 the average was 10.41 bushels, a
drop of .45 of a bushe] per aere. South Aus-
tralia’s whest yiells for the same periods
averaged 10.27 and 1212 bushcls, an ad-
vanee of 1.85 bushels per acre. With our
area of 2,000,000 acres, if we could ouly
inérease our yield by one bushel per acre, it
wonld mean half a million more money for
cireulation in the State.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

Mr. GRIFFITHS: Before tea I showed
how the average of wheat produetion in
Western Australia had gone back, and drew
s comparison with South Anstralin for the
same period, The yield there was in the first
instanee 10.27 bushels, and rose to 12.12, an
advance of 1.85 bushels per acre. Even with
an area of 2,000,000 acres, this means that
if our farmers can increase the vield by one
bushel per acre, it will represent, at 5s. per
bushel, added wealtl to the extent of half a
million pounds. T know that the objective
of the Director of Agriculture is a yield of
15 bushels per acre. I do not know that that
achievement is in the near future, but when
brought about it will mean an immense addi-
tion to the wealth of this State. The Muresk
Agricultural Collega has an agricultural re-
search fund of £10,000, contributed by our
merchants, and the initial aims of the institu-
tion will be to spread amongst farmers gen-
erally the better methods already in use on
the best farms, and to raise the State’s aver-
age yield to 15 bushels per acre in the im-
mediate future. Endowment of research at
the college will secure a contnuance of
progress, and the rapid dissemination of
every fresh success in experiment. To show
what a field there :s for progress, it is only
necessary to refer io the crop resulis achieved
by Longerenong Agricultural College. In
1914 an area of 300 acres, having a rainfall
of 414 inches durikg the growing season and
a total rainfall of 1214 inches, gave an aver-
age yield of six bushels per acre. Five years
later, in 1919, the came area, with a rainfall
of 434 inches in the growing season and a
total rainfall of 1114 inches, gave an average
vield of 27 bushels per aere. In view of the
results achieved at l.ongerenong, we may
confidently look forward to obtaining
some results from the youths now being
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trained at our own agricultural colleges.
At a research conference beld in Wesimin-
ster, London, last year some inferesting re-
marks were made by the chairman, the
Right Hon. Walter Guinness, ML.P, In out-
lining the object of the conference he
stated—

Tt was to bring together and make available

the combinced agricultural knowledze and ex-
perience of the whole Empire in agrieultural
science.
He went on to point out what had been
achieved by way of agricultural research,
how the use of fertilisers had been discov-
ered, and improved methods inivoduced, He
referred to the work of men like Sir Armold
‘Thieler, whom we had with us recently, and
whose researches in lhushandry have stayed
the ravages of rinderpest in South Africa.
Mr. Guinness nlso spoke of the work of
Mendel in the principles of heredity in
plant and animal breeding, I consider that
mention might well have been made of our
own Director of Agrienltnre, who has intro-
dnced, among other varieties of wheat,
Nabawa, which is the prineipal grain used
in the wheat belt. Towards the close of his
address, Mr. Guinness said—

At present the cfficiency of plants as trans-
formers of the sun’s energy was for the hest
field crops only about 1 per eent.—far behind
the worst motor car or engine. Research might
find a way of raising the return of the soil for
human labour. Great results might also come
from the conirol and taming to human puar-
poses of the vast population ob miere-orgun-
isms in the soil. A'ready new distoveries in
this dircetion had enabled them to inoculate
leguminous plants artifieially to convert straw
into manure, and to get results of a favour-
able nature from a partial sterilisaton of the
soil. 'We had no nced te look to any other
¢ Mecea,”? if we linked up Aberdeen and its
research work with many others m the British
Tsles, with New Zealand. Australia, Kenya,
Canada, India, and so on.

Mr. Guinness considers that by combination
of the scientific research authorities of our
Empire we shall be able to solve all the
problems with which agriculture is faced.
I was interested to hear the Leader of the
Country Party relate what Mr. Richardson,
of Gnowangerup, had sheared from his
prize-hred sheep, namely an average of 14
lbs. per fleece; and I could not help reeall-
ing a passage I read last week in a book on
agriculture—

In the 17th eonturv the soil of Great Britain

only yielded about four fimes the amount of
grain sown, Sheep reared under the wretched
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conditious prevailing weighed only abont 28
Ibs., and yielded three to four ibs. of wool
Sheep in the 18th century were increased in
weight from 28 1bs. to S0 1bs., the weight of
the average cow was increased from 370 1lbs.
{o 840 s, and wouul flerces from 3 Ty, to 12
Ibs.

I believe the member For Moore bas ob-
tained an average of 12l51bs. from his sheep,
and fhis, he told me last night, has been
achieved not by expensive metliods but by
keeping good stock. Now I should like to
ask the Minister for Agriculture whether
pleuro is as bad amongst our cattle as it
is stated to be. Is it, in short, the menace
that is represented? Ave ticks and lice
common throughout the length and breadth
of Western Australin? Tf so, what steps
are being taken {o combat the pesfs? T take
it the department are alive to the position,
but I should like to he enabled fo refutd
certain arguments advanced regarding the
prevalence of these troubles. The member
tor Beverley said he was satisfied that every-
thing possible was being done to discover
the cause of braxy-like disease, The hon,
member may he correct, and things may be
all right; but many people say that the
departmental officers are working on =a
wrong basis. T ig not for me to set up mv
opinion on the matter, hut T wish to bring
to the Minister’s attention certain theories
which have been advaneced, even though he
may possibly smile at them. T believe it is
accepted by secientists that braxy-like dis-
ease and rinderpesi, which are getling
among our stoek, are contagiouns diseases.
However, it has been stated to me that
braxy-like disease is not a contagious fever,
as is also said about rinderpest; that it is
a slow, insidious gastric ailment, eansed by
abnormal quantities of atmospheric mases
acting on the soil and rendering certain
vegetation hiliarv, gaseous, and dangerous
to animals of similar castrie action; that,
in short, the disease is due to averstimulated
veretation of low structure. As we are
looking to sheep to become the hiz monew-
spinners of the future, T would urge that
all possible steps bhe taken to ensure that
our herds are kept elean, and that the mor-
talitv among them is reduced to the lowest
point practieable. T understand that Mrs.
Eva McNab who has advanced these theor-
ies has persuaded the people of Pingelly to
place at her disposal sheep and paddocks
for the purposes of experiments. She wants
to meke certain experiments with regard to
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rinderpest. The lady in question bas so im-
pressed me with her earmesiness and single-
ness of purpose that I think possibly there
may be something more in her theories than
meets the eye. The Minister who is worried
by members of Parliament and other people,
some with theories to ventilate, others with
bees in their bonnmets, may be inclined to
consider the lady troublesome; but I am dis-
posed to believe that there is a good deal
in what she says. T shall leave the member
for Pingelly to tell the Committee what is
going on in his district in regard to investi-
gation of stock disease, and shall merely
quote a few paragraphs from a stafement
the lady has placed in my hands—

The careases of cattle that had died from
rinderpest lay in the bush for over two months
rotting and festering, the intestines blown ouk
with flies, and erows at their carrion feast. That
alone sliould prove the germ theory In rinder-
pest well and truly negative. Besides. the ex-
periments on animals were all negative with
the exception of heifers that had had free
range to the annual vegetation during the sea-
son, Scientific minds, Jike singing volces, ara
born, not made. Piecces of paper purporting
to be qualifications eannot make a true -
vestigator of any mam. The world has thous-
ands of paper-yualified persons, but they will
never bhe heard of, so it is absurd to think
knowledge cannot be accumulated withont cer-
tificates. T told the cxperts on the 3ist No-
vemher, 1923, that 1 was a scientist wilhout
certificates, and had Mr. Robertson harkened
to the lay mind (as somc perforce have anid)
his name would have heen hroadeast to the
farthest ends of the earth by this time, heeaure
he had the qualifieations (on paper) to give
it to the world, while T perhaps ‘“may.’’
Trath is stranger than fietion, as these docu-
ments will show., The daily Press are well
acquainted with the faets, or mose of them,
herein stated, but it is not for them to oppose
official announcements. One and all the news.
papers said there were points that wanted
clearing up, especially the mysterious sickness
in the South-West., T have the offeial reports
which cannot he denied—-these the public never
heard. TRinderpest is plant poison in different
degrees. and treated as such is curnble unless
the erentures are too badly poison-gassed.
Veterinary science is made to appear so called
regarding rinderpest, for it could never have
discovered that it was without organism cx-
cept from a knowledge of other sciences.

The official forecast we have had of a
erop of 30,000,000 bushels Is good.
In many quarters it has been feared
that the total would be 5,000,000
hushels less. Considering the season, we
shall have done remarkably well to produce
30,000,000 bushels, and this despite the faet
that so much of the Iand has been but
roughly cultivated. There is a future for
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the country between Southern Cross and
the southern acean, a much better future
than that imagined by people who write
such articles as the leader in yesterday's
“West Australian”  The results this
season have been most reassuring. In
my peregrinations throughout the country
distriets I have seen some very fine
crops and some very poor ones. When
I sought an explanation of the difference, I
was jnvariably told that the good crops had
resulted from proper farming methods and
the correct varietics of wheat, while the fail-
ures were accounted for by the absence of
fallowing and the utilisation of unsuitable
varieties of wheat. Taking into considera-
tion the fact that hebween the eastern dis-
tricts and the southern ocean there is an ever-
inceasing rainfall as we proceed towards the
eoasi, I believe the prospeecis of the 3,000
farms scheme are not so doleful and unfinan-
cial as the “West Australian” would have
us believe.

MR. J. H. SMITH (Nelson) [7.46]: Un-
like previons speakers, I do not propose to
compliment the (Government, nor yet the
Minister for Agrieulture.

My, Lindsay: That will be a change.

ITon. G. Tavlor: A nice chunge, too!

Me. J. M, SMITH: The Minister has
fallen into the bad habit of looking through
spectacles that enable him to see nothing
but wheat in the agrienliural listricts. He
does not appear to realise for oue moment
that there is such a part of this State as
the South-West.  People cannot live on
wheat, and wheat alone. If Western Aus-
tralia were to be blockaded, the residents of
the Sontl-West conld grow 85 per cent. of
what they required. We might have to get
a little tea and sugar.

Hon. G. Taylor: But you eould do with-
out that at a pineh!

Mr. J. H. SMITH: I was rather amused
to hear the Minister speak about the various
experimental farms, He told us about the
farm at Ghooli and said he believed, from
the results that had been obtained so far,
that it could be worked on a commereial
basis. How will the Minister arrive at that
basis? We have experimental farms in var-
ious parts, but not one in the Sounth-West.
In common with previous Governments, the
present Administration have spent millions
of pounds in the Scuth-West, but had they
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spent a few pounds upon the establishment
of an experimental tarm there to deal with
todder plants, they could have saved many
thousands of pounds. Repeated efforts have
been made by various members to have ex-
perimental farms established in the South-
West, and not one attempt has been made
to comply with those regyuests. Officers of
various departments have spent thousands
of pounds in that part of the State. In
fact, I think they have zquandered upwards
of half a million in experiments wirh dif-
ferent grras<e=! L the vision «of the Min-
ister were broadened a bit, so that he could
get away from his eonstant conecern about
wheat, wheat, wheat, he would realise whar
bis duty was, He would then go to the
Treasurer and ask for £10,000 for the estal-
tishment of an experimental farm at Manji-
mup, £10,000 for another experimental farm
at Busselton, and still another £10,000 for
an experimental farm at Denmark, Those
farms would experiment so as to determine
the proper type of fodder grasses fto be
zrown in the various distriots. If that werc
done it would represent a tremendous sav-
ing to the State and would be & boon to the
settlers whom we all desire to be suecessful.
Tf the Minister wonld Jook at the guestion
in that light, and take his position serionsly
so that he counld earry out his duties in the
interests of all parts of the State, then he
would adopt a line of action that none of
his predecessors ever attempted. If he did
that, he would be acting in the best infer-
ests of Western Australia, and 1 commend
my suggestions (o kim for his consideration.
We talk about our wheat production! Does
the Minister know that 80 years ago the
Giblett fumily erew wheat in the South-
West? Practically in the heart of the pre-
sent group settlement arcas that family grew
and gristed their wheat with an old water
mill. As a matter of faet, we ean grow any-
th'ne we like in that part of the State.
Tt amused me to listen to the Leader of the
Country Party who for some reason or
other sought to interest himself in the South-
West, He recommended the Minister to
consider the establishment of experimental
orchards at Bridgetown and Mt. Barker.
Mr. Lindsay: You do not object to that?
Mr. J. H. SMITH: Do the hon. member
and his Leader nof know that we had an
experimental orchard at Brunswick and that
the then Leader of the Country Party de-
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stroyed it  Despite that, the member for
Katanning was good enough fo invite the
Minister to establish experimental orebards
at Mt. Darker and Bridwetown whereas a
few years ago his own leader pulled up
such an orchard! Not 2 word was said about
it then.

Mr. Lindsay: There was a good deal sa‘d
about it.

Mr., J. H. SMITH: I did not hear the
member for Katanning raise his voice in
protest at that time. I do not want the
Minister to establish an experimental or-
chard in ecither of the disiricts mentioned.
The departmental inspectors are very fine.

_The Chief Tnspector knows his business from

A to £ The orehardista in the South-West
are indeed very keen and they ean deal with
their own problems.  They have their fruit-
growers' associations and, with the assist-
ance of the departmental inspectors, ran
rope with their own problems,

Mr. A. Wansbrough: At any rate the
experimental stage is past in those paris.

Mr. J. H, SMITH: Yes.

The Minister for Agrienlture: Then the
department has done something down there?

Mr. J, H. SMITH: Quite so. Those
inspeetors were appointed many years ago,
but the fact remains that, apart from a few
experimental plots, the department has done
nothing much in the South-West. We have
serious problems before us, and T ean now
congratulate the Minister and hiz officers
who were sent down to investigate the rav-
ages of {he iucerne flea or the wd mite. T
do not know what it is that is attacking the
fodder grasses, and T think the problem has
beaten the inspectors too.

Mr. Stubbs: Is the trouble very bad this
season ?

Mr. J. H. SMITH: Yes. The pastures
are seriously affeeted. Then, again, we have
discases in our sheep. We have the braxy-
like disease that originated, T helieve, in the
Beverley digtrict. T think it is eaused
through heavy fertilisation in the first in-
stance, Tt is remarkable that stock that are
rolling fat are attaeked and fhey contract
a sort of lune worm. Tt is inferestine, too,
that when stock of that deseription are at-
tacked, they are taken off the heavy pastuves
and let loose in the rough scrub, with the
result that they soon get aover the trouble.
This represents a problem that should be
looked into seriously. T know the Minister
realises the position because he has zent his



1770

officers to carry out investizations. [ trust
that the inspectors will be able to do some-
thing to assist the growers. Every member
realises that agricullure is the backbone of
the State and we must not have all our eggs
in one basket. Let the Minister get away
from the wheat districts for a while and
start experimenfal farms in the South-
West. 1f he were to do that it would result
in the saving of many thousands of pounds
to the State.

The Minister for Agriculture: We have
been conducting & very expensive cxperi-
ment in the South-West.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: The Minister is re-
ferring to the group settlements?

The Minister for Agriculture: Yes.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: That has been caused
by bad administration and, if there are fail-
ures, that is the only explanation. A great
deal of the trouble has been caused hecause
we have not established experimental farms
in that part of the State.

The Minister for Agriculture: T
with you there.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: Over and over again,
attempts have been made to grow grasies
that are not suitable for a particular dis-
triect, T know of insftances where secdine
has been earried out four or five Limes and
not a blade of grass has grown. Noiiing
has resulted but a crop of Yorkshire for
ihat is of no valune.

Mr. A. Wanshrough:
deep ploughing,

Mr. J. HA SMITH: I do not know
whether that was the cause, or whether it
was really bad management. T know one
man, who is now high np n the gioup
settlement scheme, who mixed his sued with
his fertiliser six weeks before it was
planted! Of course he did nor get a lLlade
of grass, for the fertiliser buini up all the
seed.  That happeped during the adminis-
tration of the Mitchell Government, but I
believe the man concerned is now an au-
thority in connection with gronp settlement
matters. I commend my suggestions to the
Minister. Tt is not too late now to establish
experimental farms fo prove what is most
snitable to he grown in the respeciive dis-
tricts. I am convineced that within the next
20 years this part of the State will depend
entirely upon the South-West. It is reeog-
nised that the present season has not been
very successfnl. 'Who knows but what the
season will be the forerunner of worse sea-

agree

Thaz was duoe to
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sons suel as we had a few years ago? We
bope that it will not be so, but we do know
that the present season has been a great
disappointment, Next year the position
may be worse, Should that be so, we will
bhave to turn to the South-West for our
early lambs. In that part of the Slate we
have our grasses from the end of April
unéil January. The South-West will prove
to be the salvation of the State, and it kas
been neglected long enough already. 1 hope
the Minister will consider the points I have
raised and that he will induce the Premier
to make provision on the Loan Estimaics
for the establishment of experimental farms
in the South-West.

MR. BROWN ({Pingelly) [7.57]: To my
mind the Agricoltural Department is one of
the most important that we have to deal with.
The State depends upon the prosperity of
the agricultural industry and if that in-
dustry is not thriving, the State will not be
prospering. T wish to say a few words re-
gard'ng the experimental farms. I eonsider
the establishment of those farms was an ex-
eellent idea, particularly as thev are located
in various parts of the State. The Director
of Agrieulture, Mr. Sutton, and his officials
have introduced new types of wheat that
have proved suitable for various districts.
Splendid work has been done in that direc-
tion but I wish to sound a note of warning.
We know that results depend a good deal
upon the season. At the Merredin State
farm we noticed the results obtained from
the wheat known as Noongaar. It has
proved partiezlarly suitable for the dry
areas. To my mind it elosely resembles a
wheat that we called “Steinweidle” in the
early davs. If farmers sow that wheat ex-
tensively and next season turns ouf to he
wef, I do not think the wheat will prove
very suitable. What we want in Western
Australia is the cultivation of a good
standard wheat that will prove reliable.
I understand that we have about 130 varie-
ties of wheat at present, and that many
of them deteriorate. Should a farmer sow
some of those wheats continuounsly, they will
deteriorate quickly. What we want is a
good standardised wheat that will be most
adaptable for our climate. Despite all
that, the experimental plots are cxcellent,
lieeause they are proving conclusively that
we cap grow whoat with a very light rain-
fall, provided proper methods of cultivation
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are adopted. In looking over the Merredin
State Farm T saw a variety of wheat that
used to give a very heavy yield in a good
season, but whieh would be absolutely ne
good in a year like the present. Any of tha
wheat, sown at the end of May, was almost
a failure, but any sown on the 1st May would
result in good payable crops. The member
for Moore (Mr. Ferguson) has suggested
that there should be an experimenta] plot
established between Moora and Jurien Bay.
It is all very light, sandy soil in that district.
In my opinion it is not a cereal-growing
district at all. Still, if we had an experi-
mental farm there it would gerve to demon-
strate what that land could really produce.
Possibly it would return a very goed erop of
oats, or perhaps good varieties of fodders, or
root crops, such as turnips or mangels. If
tlat could pe done, since we have millions of
acres of such land. and sinee our dairying
industry is still in its infancy, experimental
plots established in that district and also in
the South-West, would prove to he veal as-
sets, Private individuals are doing a great
deal in the way of experimenting in the
Senth-West. There we have the group settle-
mente, and every seitler taking an interst in
kis land is making experiments. Conse-
quently, they will be able to demonstrate
what the land is suitable for. But along that
stretch of coast ecferred to by the member
for Moore, it certainly would be advisable
to have some experimental plots. That en-
ormous arvea of country could be wutilised
to some advantage if only we had experi-
mental plots to demonstrate what it will pro-
duce. Now [ wan! to say a word or two
about our light lands. T do not know whether
this is an opporinnity for dealing with the
land question, hut ecertainly the lands are
affected by agriculture. Our light lands this
vear have proved thai with proper methods
of cultivation they c¢an produce some of
onr very best erops. I regret that the Agri-
cultural Bank considers it is not advisable to
make advances npon light lands, unless they
be held in conjunction with heavier lands.
Personally T think that policy will bave ta be
altered. Berause if we @o into the wheat-
growing areas where there is a rainfall of
setween 12 inches and 14 inches it is there
sroved beyond all doubt that with proper
alltivation the lignt land will produce good,
sayable erops. Taere is a great difference
setween sandplain in heavy rainfall and
;andplain in dry areas. Ii is a misnomer to
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cell the light land in dry areas sandplain,
for the quality of .he soil there is altogether
different from that in sandplain areas in a
heavy rainfall. The Government would be
quite safe in amending Lhe policy of ihe
Agricoltural Bank so that the bank conld at
least advance certein money on light land.
L do not think the bank shouid advance, say,
£1 per acre. But t-ke a man who is. holding
1,000 or 1,500 acres of light land: The bank
could with safety advance him £400 or £500,
which would be a wonderfn! help to him io
developing the land.

The CHATRMAN: Order! The hon. mem-
ber is carrying tiis land question a little
too far.

Mr. BROWN: Can we expect men to make
ngriculture pay- when they are cultivating
land 50 miles away from a railway? We
have lere a map issued by the Surveyor
General. On this map I can point out where
there are people cultivating land 50 miles
from a railway. Is it possible for those men
to make it pay?

The CHATRMAN : These are the Estiv
mates of the Department of Agrieulture.

Mr. BROWN': Well, perbaps I will have
an opportunity to say a little move about this
when we reach the Railway Estimates.
Nevertheless, it is costing some of those
growers hundreds of pounds to get their pro-
duge to market. And what are the Agricul-
tural Department doing in the matter? No
doubt they will bave a land policy, but the
sooncr they announce it the better, in order
that those people away out there may have
some assurance of a railway by which they
can market their produets. Now I wish to
say a few words about the veterinary branch
of the department. Undoubtedly the officers
of that branch are doing good work., Un-
fortunately the braxy-like disease in sheep
hag become established in certain parts of
the State. T am pleased to say it is sot now
=0 rampant as it was, and that the losses are
not quite so great as they were a year or two
ago. Just the same, on one farm in my dis-
trict a man running only 600 or 700 sheep
per annom has lost 800 in five years, so there
must be something radically wrong on that
farm. I am pleased to see the department
are doing their utmost to determine through
the velerinary pathologist the nature of the
disease and, in turs, the remedy, The mem-
ber for Avon (Mr. Griffiths) has mentioned
that an unqualified scientist has started to
investigate the disease. 1 have not much
faith in unqualified scientists,. We have
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slready a dozen or more in Western Aus-
tralia who claim the ability to solve the
problem, but nothing definite has yet been
snnounced, Of course it is possible that a
layman may bave some knowledge of the
disease and so may be able to make a valn-
able suggestion to the seientist as to what the
trouble really is, and thus give the secientist
something to work upon. But I believe M,
Bennetts is doing really good work, and that
from what he has already discovered by
watching the sheep in the fields, and examin-
ing animals just on the point of death, he is
getting something tangible to work upon,
and in the near future will be able to
eonounce what the trouble really is and to
suggest a remedy. Another point is that the
department ought to be very careful about
poxious weeds. Tt behoves them to see that
there are not introduced into Western Ans-
(ralia weeds that will be a source of great
irouble to farmers, A few years ago stink-
wort was considered to he a noxious weed,
I hold a certificate as an inspeector of noxious
weeds. I was appointed specially to see that
the people were eradicating stinkwort, To-
day that is impossible, because no matter in
what distriet one may he travelling, he will
find stinkwort all over the place. Siill, it is
not as bad a noxious weed as it was once
thought to he. But we have the star thistle
and other thistles, and many other noxious
weeds which it is absolutely wrong to allow
to grow in Western Anstralia. During my
vecent visit to the Midlands I was astonished
to find that some of the richest land was
growing nething but noxious weeds and rub-
Wish. A percentage of it may have been
good feed for stock, but it is not to the
advantage of Western Australia that we
should have beautiful land covered with
noxious weeds. Now let me say a lLittle
about the sheep and wool industry. No doubt
the stamina and quality of our wool have
increased beyvond all knowledge. Jor that in
large measure we have to thank our sheep
and wool inspector. He bas been very ener-
getie, he spares no pains, he is willing to go
wherever he is wanted and to give lectures
and point out to the farmers the hest variety
of sheep for their respective distriets. But
there is something else to which attention is
now being turned; not altogether the qualify
of the wool, but to the variety of sheep that
will produce early lambs. All the growers
are turning attention to this. Their object
is mutton. Some of the British breeds are
coming very much into vogue. The black-
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Leaded sheep, or a cross with the Lincoln
and such-like is proving how to produee
early lambs, Tt will be the best paying pro-
position we can have. The price of fat sheep
in our markets to-day is very high. It we
can produce early lambs, the farmers will
always find them highly profitable. I am sure
that Mr. MeCallum has the qualifications to
advise the farmers what sort of sheep to
breed to produce early lambs. Then there is
the dipping of sheep. It has been pointed
out to me on two or three occasions that the
department are very lax in seeing to it that
the conditions in respect of dipping sheep
are fulfilled. T have been told en good
authority that we have thousands of sheep
that have never seen the dip, That is not to
the best advantage of the sheep-growing in-
dustry, Dipping is compulsory, I know, but
Lhere is no inspector to find out whether the
fariners do dip their sheep. Perhaps in the
Midland saleyards the inspectors would be
in a position to find ount by examination
whether or not the sheep had been dipped.
But many farmers never send in their sheep
to the Midland yards, and so it is quite pos-
¢ible that those growers do not dip their
sheep, Dipping is compulsory under the
Act, and I think it is advantageous he-
cause it means bhealthier sheep and an
improved growth of wool, and so whatever
the operation may cost the farmer, it will
be returned to him tenfold. Now let me
congider the dairying indostry, That
industry ought to be fostered and eneour-
aged to the utmost, especiaily when we re-
member the quantity of butter and cheese
that we are still importing into Western
Australia, It is scareely eredible thut we
should still be importing hLal{ a million
pounds worth of buiter and checse each
vear, and that in gpite of the group settle-
ments and of all the other settlers in the
South-West, a district splendidly adapted
to the dairying industry. And in addition
to butter and cheese, we are still importing
every year nearly £200,000 worth of hams
and baeons. That is not desirable. Surely,
with a population of only a little over
400,000, and the enormons territory that we
have, we ought to be able to produce an-
noally all the butter, cheese, bacon and
hams required to meet the local comsump-
tion. But we are not doing it. Butter is
a produet for which we always have a mar-
ket. We may grow other products for
which there is only the local market; and
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then there is the difticulty that at certain
periods of the year that market will be
glutted. But butter, if properly made and
preserved, can be sent overseas, where it
will feteh the market value. Theretfore,
dairying is an industry that we should fos-
ter to the uimost. When we leok round
und see the quantity of fodders grown in
Western Australia, it seems incredible that
we should have to import so much butter.
During my ftravels along the Midlands |
saw at Yatheroo some of the finest pas-
tures I have ever seen. 1 have travelled
pretty well all over Australia, yet mever
have T seen better pastures than those on
the Vatheroo estate. Tf did seem fo me a
shame that those pastures should be fai-
tening only a few sheep and bullocks. 7if
that estate were properly subdivided it
ought to carry any number of families,
with hundreds of dairy cows, and thous-
ands of pounds worth of butter ought to
be produced on that place. The member
for Moore (Mr. Ferguson) tells me that
there are larce areas of land in that pavt
of the State that will grow quite as good
fodder. If that is so, we have a big asset
there. T hope that the agricultural industry
wiil eontintie to prosper. We have a very
cnthusiastic Minister who is deing his ut-
most to foster all the industries connected
with his department. There is plenty of
scope for the exercise of his ability, for un-
doubtedly agriculture is still in its infancy
in Western Australia. To his department
we shall have to look for the progperity
of the State.

MR. BARNARD (Snssex) [8.16]: I am
gorry indeed that T eannot join with mem-
bers of the Country Party in extending
congratulations to the Minister for Agricul-
ture, because he has really not done any-
thing in my district on which I can con-
zratulate him. Anyhow, I hope that next
vear I shall have reason to compliment him
18 the Country Party have done {o-nighf.
[ have listened patiently to the remarks
»f various members about the experimental
‘arms in the wheat areas. T bave no ob-
ection to the establishment of experimental
‘arms in the wheat areas, but after listen-
ng to the remarks of the representatives
if those parts of the State, it seems hardly
ecessary fo have experimental farms at
Il. Every member who has spoken on the
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subject of wheat has told us what the
country ean produce and how the different
farmers are developing the country, If it
is neeessary to bave experimental farms, I
can only hope that the Minister will eun-
tinue the work on which he has embarked,
but I think it is high time an experimental
farm was established in the South-West.
Much has been said on different occasions
abount the quantity of butter, cheese and
other dairy products imported from the
Eastern States. The object of inaugurat-
ing group settlement in the South-West
was to establish dairy farms so that pro-
duce we are importing from the Eastern
States eould be raised here. It would be
of considerable assistance to group settlers
if the Department of AgricuMure had an
experimental farm to demonstrate what can
be done and how it should be done. I have
always regarded group settlements as ex-
perimental farms in themselves, but I am
sorry that owing to the administration, they
have not proved to he the experimental
farms I expected them in be. If the Gov-
ernment established an experimental farm
in that part of the State it would be of
great assistance. The member for Nelson
(Mr. J. H. Smith) said the experimentai
orchard established at Brnnswick for the
henefit of the fruitgrowers had been de-
stroyed. T consider it is nunnecessary to have
an experimental orchard. We all know
we can grow in the Soulh-West apples
equal to any produced in the world.
Consequently an experimental farm is not
necessary to show wus how to grow

apples.  Assistance should be rendered
to the dairy industre., We do want
to produce the butter, cheese and

other lines required in this State and we
want all the assistance the Government can
give us. We realise that the Government
cannot pay a bonus on the production
of buiter fat thongh if they could it
would be of tremendous assistance.
The dairy industry in the Eastern States
was built wp by a honus and it took
many years to build it up to the standard
it has reached to-day. Group settle-
ments were inaugurated only five or
BiX years ago, and yet, to hear some
members speak, one would think it was
reasonable to expect thal they should be
ofual to the dairy farms of the Bastern
States. A Tot of money has been spent on
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ihe development of ihe South-West and 1
am satisfied that quite a lot of it has been
wasted. If the money expended in the last
four ot five years had been distributad over
o period of 10 or 12 years, the country would
have been a long way hetter off. 1t is im-
possible to establish dairy farms in the
course of five or six years, but I feel sure
the time is ¢oming when the dairy industry
of the South-West will he able to cater for
the whole of the requirements of this State,
Although at present the South-West can-
not be regarded as a sheep-raising district,
I look forward tw the time when it will be
noted for the raising of early lambs and
when it will be able to compete with other
parts of the world in the lamh export trade.
The member {or ingelly {Mr. Brown) spoke
of TYatheroo and its wonderful patures.
There are portions of the South-West which,
when they have been established as long as
Yatheroo has been, will be able to show pas-
tures quite the eqnal of those at Yatheroo.
The country is equelly as good; it has a
splendid rainfall, and all that is necessary
is to get rid of the serub and undergrowth,
and the pastures will grow. Wherever one
goes on the group settlements, there may
be seen pastures the equal of any in Aus-
tralia, although they have been established
only a few years. I am satisfied that in
the next eight or ten years the pastures of
the Sonth-West will surprise some of my
friends from the wheat belt, and T hope 1
shall still be in the Honse to hear them with-
draw some of the remarks they have made
in the past about the South-West. T frust
the Minister will seripusly consider the
question of providing an experimental farm
in the Sonth-West.

MR. LINDSAY (Toodyav [8.22]: I do
not intend to detain the House long to-
night. Yt has been my custom on these Esti-
mates to speak at some length, and it is
evident that what I have said in the past
has borne some fruit. Tn previous years
it was my custom to talk ahout light land,
and judging by the remarks of other mem-
bers, light Jand has proved ife=lf. T do not
agree with the member for Moore (Mr, Fer-
guson) who would have us believe that the
light lands of this State have been proved
hy the work of the Wongan Hills experi-
mental farm. They were proved vears be-
fore the Wongan Hills farm was established.
What that farm has dono is to make public
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the results of the working of light lands. I
have preached on numerous occasions the
necessity for the proper farming of land.
This year we have the finest illnstration that
any Staie could have on the Ghooli farm,
an experimental farm sifuated on the ex-
freme limit of the huge area we are to settle
onder the scheme that we are not permitted
fo mention on this vote It has had a 5%-
inch rainfall this year and is expected to
give this season a 12.bushel average. From
tens of thousands of acres in that distriet
farmers probably will not harvest sufficient
grain for seed. I have met some of the
farmers from that distriet and, when they
examined the Ghooli experimental farm, it
gave them heart to return to their holdings
and continue their work. There i5 no seeret
about successful farming., Swoecess, as we
have heen told on many occasions, is to be
achieved in dry country only by the adop-
tion of dry-eountry methods. It has been
proved that for every inch of rain that
falls during the growing period, it is pos-
sible to produce more than three bushels of
wheat to the aere. That has been proved
this year and it has been proved in many
vears gone by. Wheatgrowing is not de-
pendent on a heavy rainfall; wheat eannot
be grown in heavy rainfall country. What
is required is light rain falling at the right
t'me. In the drier areas it is necessary to
conzserve the moisture from one season
for the succeeding season’s crop. The
“West Anstralian,” in vesterday’s Issue,
published a leading article on this ques-
tion, and seemed to express some doubt.
When I spoke on the subject during
the general debate I sonnded a note
of warning, and some members wrote me
down as a pessimist, T am no pessimist as
regards the development of the whent lands
of this State, hut our lands can and will he
developed snecessfully only if the land is
farmed in the richt wav. The estimates of
the department have been increased this
vear, That of course is only to be expected.
As we continue the development of onr agri-
cultural lands, so the estimates of the De-
partment of Agriculture must increase. Tt
is the duty of the Govermment to do their
best to assist the men on the land, and even
to go so far as to educate them, because 1Y)
out of 20 of the men going on the land io-
day have probably never worked on a farn
hefore. Therefore it is the duty of the Cov-
ernment to assist in the education of the



[8 Noveumper, 1928.]

settlers not only in their own interests bui
in the interests of the State, I regre: to
see that the vote for vermin destruetion has
remained stationary. It might be conienue-l
that what was sulficient last year will
be sufficient for tke present year. I do not
agree with that. The vote for the eradica-
tion of rabbits also covers the maintezancs
of the vermin-proof fence. The ferve i
getting older and requires more expenditure
for maintenance than in the pasi. Tlhe
rabbit nuisance has not heen so bad this
year as it has been for many years previously
but when T travel through the State and
find rabbits seattered everywhere, [ am sat-
isfied that we shall have to spend nove
money than we have been spendinz if ae
are going to keep the pest in cheex. I have
a hloek of land somewhere near *the beach
at Wanneroo. I have not found it yot, but
yesterday I received a rate notice containing
an item of half-a-erown for vermin destrue-
tion. When owners of land bordering on
the coast have to pay a vermin rate, such as
we in the baek country have beea paying
since 1917, it shows the need for adopting
strict measures to keep the pest within
bounds. Some owners of land arz in the
anenviable position of being surroveded by
Crown land that has become a hreading
ground for vermin. I regret that the vole
has not been increased. I hope the Min-
ister will take my remarks seriously hecause,
if Government poison carts are fo he taken
off the salt lake country and well-known
breeding grounds, we shall be breeding wp
a fresh race of rabbits to seatler over the
State and do .inealeulable destruction to
£rops.

..THE MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE
{Hon. H. Millington—Leedervile—in veply
[8.29]: My reply will be brief. The
Leader of the Opposition referred to the
Esperance district. I am well aware tnat if
that distriet is to be farmed suecesfully, it
will have to be done under a systemn of
mixed farming. The land, however, ig only
in the early stages of developmeni, asul the
chief difficulty experienced is that of getting
a sufficient water supply.

Hon. G. Taylor: That is a big d.awhack.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
It is the big drawback of that distriei.

Hon. G. Taylor: There is no doubt about

it.
[65]
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The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
For that reason many of the farmerz have
to confine their efforts to wleat growing.
The country waler supplies branch under
the control of Mr. Cunningbaw has: ver-
tainly eonstrueted somme very line dams.
Even there the diiliculty is in respect of the
catchments. I find that the (armers are
taking on this work of providing the eateh-
ments. In one rase, in very loose country
whiech would have been suitable for a catch-
ment, the land has been ploughel eight
inches deep, the clay surface turnzd up and
the catehment made in that way. At the
same time you cannot advise a man to go
in for sheep unless there 15 an assured water
supply. The distriet iz undoubtedly snit-
able for sheep and some of the records, so
far as wool growing is concerned, ap-
pear to me to be marvellons. In that dis-
trict, between Scaddan and Esperance,
which is supposed to be useless, T found in
a forest plantation that those in charge have
also carried on other experiments.  They
have discovered that lupins will grow, and
that subterranean clover will grow.  These
growths are, of course, only in the
experimental stage, but I assure members
that the Director of Agriculture was
very much impressed with what he saw,
because there i3 a 20-inch rainfall there,
and an enormous area that can be utilised
if those fodders can be profitably grown.
So that to those who are disposed to take
a glovny view of Esperance, 1 would say
that ihe district has never been property
tried or tested. Jany scitlers went there
before the railway was construeted, and it
is hopossible to fartn properly ut such a
distance from a railway. 1 deo not kpow
what the future of the distriet will be, but
at the same time there will have to be a
revolntion in the methods adopted. 1 shall
not ge into that questton now, but the
records of Esperance undoubtedly have
been disappointing. At the same time
the results obtained at the State farm
where proper methods of eultivation have
been adopted ecertainly have heen most
encouraging and when the results are known
ther will go a long way toward. re-estah-
lishing the reputation of the Esperance dis-
trict, Tn respect of the cxperimental farms,
there 15 a tendeney on the part of mewm-
hers to ask for the establishment of these
institutions lere,  there and everywhere,
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The farms have heen established in given
districts. For instanee, there is no need
to have such a farm at Northam. The farms
are established not exactly to do pioneering
work, but to see what can be done in dis-
tricts that are considered doubtful. Merre-
din was regarded as a doubtful distriet when
the experimental farm was established there
20 years ago. Now it is Jooked upon as the
centre of the wheat belt, The farm thai
was established at tGhooli, right on the edge
of cultivation, has justified the Government
in authovising the extension of the work
there, The farm at Salmen Gums should
have been started years before. With re-
gard to the light lands farm at Wongan
Hills, we do not claim to have pioneered
light lands cultivation, but we do say that
on that particular soil we have ewldeavoured
to demonstrate the methods that it is ad-
visable to adopt, and we can definitely say
that on similar land to that, cultivation on
a commercial scale ean be earried on pro-
fitably. I bhase this information on the fact
that the whole of the State farms 1 have
visited will certainly average this season
more than 12 bushels. When we consider
that last year, which was our hest year, the
average was under 12 bushels, and that this
vear, which is not a good year, we shall be
able to show on the Siate farms an average
of over that of last year, it speaks well for
all our wheat lands. Hegarding the sug-
pested new farm in the Moora distriet, T do
not know that it is necessary to go bo the
expense of establishing a State €arm there.
It must not be forgotten that in addition
to the Stale farms we have also established
hundreds of experimental plots. They are
under the supervision of our agricultural
advisers and the same conditions obtain
there as exist on the farms, Their purpoze
also is 3> demonstrate what can be done
in the event of a farm being established.
I do not know exaetly what has been done
in the district meniioned by the member for
Moore, but T am prepared to give consid-
eration to the matter to see what can be donc
with the lighter lands to which he has re-
ferred. Regarding the South-West, a zood
deal of experimental work has heen carried
out there, but we have a long way to go
and & good deal to learn in connection with
the pastures, and particnlarly elovers. At
the Avondale farm we have experimented
with elovers and I helieve we have success-

‘variety.
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fully established a ploi of 100 aeres. We
were fortunate in sowing an early-flowering
As you get away from the rain-
fall, the early-flowering variely seeds before
the hot wenther sets in. That is the reason
for its success at Avondale. ‘When we know
more abont clovers, we shall then be able lo
sow lhe varieties that may be suitable io
particular districts.  With veference {o
stock, suggestions have been made that theve
should be importations from the Old Coun-
iry. T wax under the impression that the
Govermmment by agreeing to a pound for
pound subsidy had done something worthy
of commendation. Tt must not be forgotten
that that is still the husiness of stock-raisers
who import stoek and earry on breeding; it
is not the business of the State. Bnt in
respect of stock imported from overseas,
an offer has already been made to the Com-
monwealth Government by shipping firms
that they are prepared to carry stud stock
from the Old Country freight free, and
negotiations are in progress to deal with
the other charges in connecfion with the
importations. Therefore those who desire
to take advantage of the concessions will
soon have an opportunity to do so. I do
rot know that the Goverment can do more
than assist the scheme put np by the
Royal Agrienltural Society, which scheme
we subsidise. Respecting diseases, I was
asked to state definitely whether pleuro is
prevaient in the State. I am not saying any-
thing of the sort. It is true that in eertain
parts of the Kimberleys pleuro has been dis-
covered, but it is not prevalent, and steps
have been taken by the Stock Department to
ninimise the spread of the disease as much
as possible.  The stock that are brought
down are landed under quaramtine condsi-
tions, but there is no need to be perturbed
in respect theveto. Regarding tick and liee
I have not received a report that they
are prevalent. As a matter of faet the
compulsory dipping regulations under the
Stoek Diseases Aect are for the purpose of
controlling tick and lice. If it can be shown
where these are prevalent, I assure the House
that the departmental officers will take im-
mediate steps to see that they are dealt with
in accordance wih the regmlations.

Mr. Ferguson: No self-respecting farmer
would have them.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
Certainly not. If members know of these
things or if representative farmers know
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that they exist, it is their duty to report the
faet. Tick and lice are bad not only for the
stock-raiser but for the whole disitict. We
cannot have an army of inspectors, but we
do our bhest to see that the regulations are
carried oni. All the same, I do not believe
that tick and lice are as prevalent as has been
made out. Referenee has beer made to
hraxy-like disease, I think the Government
can be given credit for tackling the disease
and endeavouring to solve the problem. I
am not aceepting as an authority the woman
nuoted by the member for Avon. I do not
know that she is entitled to be classified as
a veterinary pathologist. She has certain
ideas, but from the departmental point of
view we must have respect for the opinions
of our scientific investigators. The trouble
in respeect of the disezse is that up to date it
has not heen possible to discover the cause.
Sir Amold Thieler went into the question
when he was here. He had the advantage
of conferring with My, Bennetts. Sir Arnold
Thicler, who i1s recognised as the highest
authority in the world on stock diseases,
would not express an opinion as to the cause
of the disease. He realised that it was a
problem that required to be investigated, and
was not as cock-sure as the lady referred to
hy the member for Avon. Sir Arnold Thieler
lvoks upon this as a most interesting problem
und one that requires the closest investiga-
tion. Therefore I am not taking any notice
of others who constitute themselves authori-
ties. We have placed Mr. Bennetts’ services
at the disposal of the Federal Council ol
Secientific and Industrial Research, and that
officer is devoting the whole of his time Lo
the investigation. Mr. Bennetts has also the
advantage of the assistance of the expert
officers of the department as well as the Gov-
ernment Analyst. Therefore those who realise
{he serionsness of the disease can rest assured
thai we are doing our utmost to solve the
problems of its canse and its eradication. As
pointed out by Sir Arnold Thieler, when we
discover the cause it will be a comparatively
simple matter to combat the disease, bui
uptil the cause is diseovered everybody is
guessing as to the manner in which it should
be treated. Members can rest assured that
we are fully impressed by the seriousness of
the disease, and that the best ability of the
officers concerned will be devoted to solving
the problem. e are hopeful of being able
to discover the cause and then we shall he
i a position to apply remedial measures.
TRegarding the South-West, I was under the
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impression that that part of the State had
been well treated by the Agricultural De-
partment. I believe the horticultural braneh
of the department is considered to be the
most eflicient branch of the service. I have
iravelled throughout the South-West and
that is the impression I gained. 1 believe
that the advice tendered by the horticultural
wranch is invaluable to orehardists in the
South-West. The officers of that department
are experts in their own particular business.
1 believe the advice of the officers of the
Agricultural Depariment is sought and
followed. In eradicating codlin  moth
Western Australiz has done what no other
State has succeeded in doing. Generally
speaking, the people of the South-West
appreciate whut has been done by the
hovticultural braneh and its advisers. As
to experiments, many millions have been
spent in experiments in the South-West.
I wish that they had been confined to a
smaller area, and that they had been ear-
ried out before such wholesale settlement
took place. However, that does not come
within my department. T believe the problem
is solving itself. The dairying industry is
being placed on a reasonably firm basis, and
we can see prospects for the future. As for
belittling the South-West, T am certainly not
1¢ be ineluded among those whe do that. I
look upon the South-West as offering the
best prospects of any part of the State. It
s only a question whether we can utilise its
natural wealth and possibilities. We have
ran over the whole State, and are now com-
ing back over our tracks. Undoubtedly the
South-West will earry a large population
und produce enormous wealth. The Govern-
inent have not both eyes glued on the wheat
belt to the negleet of the rest of the State.
An hon. member drew attention to the peed
for greater activity in vermin destruction.
The department realised that this was one
of the years when rabbit destruetion should
be specially active, and during this dry
season the rabbit pest has been considerably
diminished. It will be the department’s
policy to keep the vermin boards up to the
collar, and the business of the boards is {o
zee that the individual settler complies with
the regulations. As fo the suggested pub-
licity campaign, the centenary year is
approaching, and T am convinced that ways
and means will be evolved for giving West-
crh Australia all the publicity desired. As
for inducing people to come here to take up
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land, I can state that for every block made
available there are many applicants. Thus
there is no need to advertise to the world
generally that land is available in Western
Australia.

Ttem-—Officer in Charge Fruit Industries,
£708:

Mr. SAMPSON: I agree with the Min-
ister in regard to the work of this officer,
who is a most capable man. Because of my
absence 1 have not scen him for some months,
but prior to my departure he was travelling
about the country on a motor bicyele. In
view of the imporiance of the work, it
would he a paying proposition to provide
him with a more comfortable ¢onveyance.

The Minister for Agriculture: He can
have 2 motor car if he can dvive it

Mr. SAMPSON: Thank you.
Ttem—FEconomie Entomologist, £528:

Mr. SAMPSON: 1 have read some of the
articles written by the Entomologist and I
think the State is to be congratulated on the
possession of a thoughtful and capable
oflicer. )

Hon. G. TAYLOR: What are the fun-
tions of the Fronomiec Entomelogist?

The Minister for Agriculiure: He is one
of the mosl valuabie men in the department.

Hon. G. TAYLOR: Where does the
“aopnomic’” come inf

Mr. Davy: Why is the officer called by that
Litle?

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURR:
I know why he holds that title, and do nut
consider it neccssary to state the reason. He
is a most capable man, and a self-trained
man. Though not possessing a diploma, he
is recogmised by ecntomologists throughout
the world as a eapable man. He gained his
knowledge in the school of experience, and
it has proved of great economic value to
those whom he advises. His opinion is
sought not only in this State. but by re-
cognised entomologists in other parts of the
world.

Mr. Sampsen: T have seen observations
of his quoted in California.

Mr. DAVY: We were not questioning the
officer’s capacity or skill. We were merely

. wondering at the title of the office.

The Minister for Railways: It is jusi a

matier of the lack of a degree.
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Mr. DAVY: Probably the title has been
the same ever since the office was created.

Ttemm— Chief Inspector of Rabbits, £678:

Mr. DAVY: The salary of £678 may be
quite proper, but it strikes me as extraordin-
ary in eomparison with the pay of the Chief
Veterinary Surgecn, who gets only £552.

The Minister for Agriculture: He gets
more than that. He ranks as Chief Inspec-
tor of Stock, with « salary of £7506.

Mr. DAVY': That is Mr. Murray-Jones?

The Minister for Agriculture: Yes.

Mr. DAVY: Does the position of Chief
Inspector of Rabhits require any special
scientific qualifications as compared with the
office of Chief Inspector of Stock?

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
The Chief Inspector of Rabbits administers
a fairly important branch. The destruction
of vermin is not a small matter; the vote for
it is pretty high. The officer also looks after
the upkeep of the rabbit-proof fence, and has
the responsibility of administering the Ver-
mit Act. He is also in charge of the destrue-
tion of dingoes, eagle bawks and so forth
under the speecial tas imposed for that pur-
pose. He administers the whole of the ver-
min branch.

Item—Pouliry Fxpert, £335:

Mr. SAMPSON: Is one poultry expert
sullicient for the State? 1 have heard com-
plaints that the department do not look after
the poultry industry to the necessary ex-
tent, and that the poultry expert or inspec-
tor is under the Stock Department. Tn view
of the great importanee of the poultry in-
dustry, it should stand alone.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
I believe the pouliry adviser gives general
satisfaction

Mr. Sampson: That is so.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
His activities take him throughout the State,
and in the busy sessen an assistant is sup-
plied to him. We are not looking for sug-
vestions as to how the expenditure of the
departinent is to be increased. The difficulty
is to keep it within hounds, This State is
well supplied with experts. The system is
that inspectors, who really should inspect,
are made eommercial use of; and I do not
know that that is intended. Tnspectors are
also supposed to act as polieemen, especially
in the fruit branch: and that should not be
the case. The Agrieultural Department has 14
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branches, which are well supplied with in-
spectors.

Mr. SAMPSON: 1 would be sorry to
think that the Minister bad gained the im-
pression from my remarks that I eriticised
the efficiency or iidustey of the poultry ex-
pert. 1 know that his work is highly appre-
ciated, but I have heard it stated that the
industry has not received the attention it
should in view of the great opportunities
there are for development.

Item, Assistance to poultry industry,

£200:

AMr. SAMPSOXN:  Assistance could be
given to this industry by the staging of ex--
hibits at the various agrieultural shows, In
England the Ministry for Agriculture makes
a practice of staging exhibits at the country
ot provineial shows, nnd in Staffordshire I
was particnlarly struck with what was done
in fortherance of the poultry and egg-pro-
ducing industry. The Ministry, besides stag-
ing exhibits, provided instructions regarding
various phases of the industry with a view
to enabling the local produeers to sucecess-
fully compete against the imported article.
In addition the department issued a variety
of posters that contained advice for these
engaged in the industry. The efforts of
the Ministry for Agriculture are having a
great effect on the indwstry, and that is
disclosed in the statisties. In my opinion
the poultry industry in this State is woe-
fully neglected. Tn the United States the
pouliry industry is even more important
than wheat production. In view of the suit-
ability of the climate of Western Australia
for the production of poultry and eggs, it
would pay the Government if they recog-
nised the possibilities of the industry, and
T hope the Minister will give consideration
to my suggestions.

The Minister for Agrienlture: Considera-
tion will be given to them,

Mr. SAMPSON : I hope the eonsideration
will be translated into action, for there is
much profit to be gained hoth to the State
and to the produeers.

The Minister for Agriculture: The indus-
try will be stabilised provided the producers
get the riecht priecs.

Mr. SAMPSON: It is an important part
of the functions of the departmental officers
to do everything possible to develop the
induastry.
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Item, Experimental plots, ineluding assist-
ance tobaceo industry, £400:

Heon. G. TAYLOR: Last vear £634 was
voted and the expenditure amounted to £9.
This year the vote is £400, or £308 more
than was spent last year. Will the Minijster
explain who is being assisted and where
tobacco is being grown in Western Aus-
tralia ¥

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
The money represents our subsidy to the
Commonwealth scheme for developing the
tobaceo industry in Australia. That secheme
is contributed to by the Imperial Govern-
ment, the Commonwealth Government and
the State Governments, and the two large
tobaceo companies are also interested in the
scheme. Qur quota this year is £308., Fx-
periments have been started in this State.
The Commonwealth engaged an expert from
Canada and he has already established ex-
perimental plots, He explained to me that
the system previously adopted in Western
Australia was useless, Up to a ton to the
acre was grown at Manjimup, and there is
a sale for that tobacco because it can be
mixed with the imported article. If we
are to grow tobaeco that will be acceptable
to the tobaceo companies, the produet must
be grown under the supervision of the ex-
pert. He is not sure that tohacco can be
grown successfully in Western Australia,
but he is hopetul. 1 think this will be a big
thing for Australia, particularly if we ean
successfully produce fobaceo that will give
the proper aroma and other qualities neces-
sary to meet the tastes of the publie. I do
not pose as an expert, but I have been told
that it is necessary to grow a light tohaceo
and to assure that it is properly cured. I
may inform hon. members that I have in-
sisted upon a certain number of experi-
ments being carried out in Western Australia
in various loealities,

Hon. G. TAYLOR: Why is it that to-
barco grown here is regarded as somewhat
inferior in that it has to be mixed with
imported tobaceo? Is it because our soil is
not suitable, or because we have not the
proper type of tobaceo plant?

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
I can give a good deal of information that
is second-hand. I know that tebacco is
supposed to be grown on the poorer class
of soil and that the necessarvy fertiliser has
to be added to give the quality.
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Mr. Davy: Is not most of the tobaeco
we smoke grown in more tropical parts than
at Manjimup?

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
Not necessarily. Different qualities have
te be grown, and a type that ean be grown
in one part cacnot be grown elsewhere. The
expert 15 hopeful that experiments will
prove snccessful. [t is obvious that in Auns-
tralia we have the variety of soil and cli-
mate that is essential, and there is no
reason why we should not be able to grow
sufficient to cope with our own require-
ments, This is not a Western Australian
scheme, but one that applies to the whole
of the Commonwealth. I believe that the
expert appointed has the necessary lnow-
ledge to carry out the various experiments

Mr. SAMPSON: Is the money used to
encourage private growers?

The Minister for Agriculture:
conduct experiments.

Mr. SAMPSON: T believe that tobacco
has been grown suceessfully at Swan View,

The Minister for Agrieulture:. Of course
it can bhe grown.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: I understand that
at Manjimup & man named Limmer made a
suceess of tobacco growing, and the depart-
ment availed themselves of his knowledge.
1 do not think sufficient assistanece was ren-
dered to him in return. A company was
formed, and the business was econduected on
a commercial scale. The Minister for
Lands placed a reserve at their disposal
and a kiln was buile. I do not konow that
it has proved very suceessful. TFrom what
I have ascertained, the Minister was right
when he said that tobaeco seemed {o grow
better on sandy soil than on rich land. Mr.
Michelides, the cigarette manufacturer of
Perth, was at the Manjimup Show some
time ago and was greatly impressed by the
class of tobacco leaf produced in the dis-
trict. He said it compared favourably with
any that he had been treating at his fae-
tory. All I am afraid of is that as a resnlt
of the work of Mr. Gepp, the tobaceo ex-
pert, there will be increased aetivity in
Vietoria and decreased activity in Western
Australia.

The Minister for Agriculture:
watehing that.

Mr. J. H. SMITH:
will keep his eyes open.

No, to

We are

T hope the Minister
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The Minister for Agrieulture: I have in-
sisted upon experiments being earried out
in Western Australia.

Mr, J. H. SMITH: I am satisfied with
that assurance because we have proved
that our climate is suitable for tobacco
growing. )

Item—TLibrary, literature and bulletins,
£60:

Mr. SAMPSON: I should like to know
from the Minister whether bulletins re-
garding the poultry, fruit and beekeeping
industries are available free to those re-
quiring them, and if frequent issues of
those bullefins are made.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
To the full extent of the money at our dis-
posal an active campaign is condueted. The
“Agricoltural Journal’’ is free, I wish it
were more widely read, for the information
gontained in it is of value to all agrieul-
turists. Also advice is freely given to all
who apply for it. I do not think we have
had any complaints from poultry raisers
that the department have not supplied them
vith information to the utmost.

Mr. SAMPSON: That does not answur
my question, Of the items throughout the
department’s estimates this is the only one
showing a reduction. I wondered whether
the amount provided was sufficient to do
what is necessary to keep those in the
poultry, frnit and beekeeping industries
up to date.

Vote put and passed.

Vote—College of Agriculture, £10,328—
agreed to.

Department of Police (Hon. H, Milling-
ton, Minister).

Vote—Police, £228,712:

MER. SLEEMAN (Fremantle) [9.17]: Of
all the Government departments this, I
think, is the worst managed.

Hon. G, Taylor: There is quite a new
Minister eontrolling it now.

Mr. SLEEMAN: Tt is not the Minister.
From what I can see and hear, the police
force is a seething mass of discontent.

The Minister for Police: You have been
consulting Mrs. MceNab.

Mr. SLEEMAN: I have not; neither have
I consulted Mr. Conuell. I did not get
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my information from either of them. It
is a great pity the appeal board that was
sanctioned by this Hounse last session
should have been dropped, as it was.

Mr. Marshall: Tt was sanctioned by Par-
liament. hnt. depied by the Government.

Mr. SLEEMAN: We did our best. If
that appeal board had been established, it
wounld have done a lot to remove the existing
diseontent in the force. The department
intended it to cover punishments, but not
promotions. In the force the keeping of
promotion from men is the commonest
means of inflicting punishment on the men.
If there is in the forece a man disposed to
speak for himself, a black mark is placed
against his name and he never gets promo-
tion. Simee I have been in Parliament 1
have ventilated one or two eases of men
being denied promotion en account of hav-
ing spoken their minds. We have a recent
case, so recent as the last occasion on which
the police appreoached the Arbitration Court.
A constable gave evidence before the eourt
regarding a dispute as to overtime on escort
duty. The department were beaten on the
point, and the court ruled in favour of the
men. But not many weeks afterwards that
constable was going North on a steamer.
Of course they can tell us he has gome up
to get the distriet allowanee pertaining to
the North. But that is not the rcason. He
has gone North because he had too much
to say about the overtime, and it is desired
that he should be well ont of the way. Then
we have the officials of the union. Can any-
body imagine that in a State like Western
Australia in 1928 secretaries and presidents
of the Police Union being told to go quietly
or another job would be found for them:
tfold by the administrative heads of the de-
partment to go quietly! TIs that to be
allowed in Western Australia in 19287 It
those men are not to be sllowed fo carrv
out the instruetions of their union, it is time
the union was dissolved.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: But they must
obey the Commissioner, surely.

Mr. SLEEMAN: Also an official of the
union must obey the instructions given him
by his union. He is not disobeying the law-
ful commands of the Commissioner.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: It sounded like
that.

Mr. SLEEMAN: Well, that is not my
meaning. It is due to their activilies as
unionists, It is only carrying on the busi-
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ness of the umion, as any union sceretary
should do. Would we stand for the Com-
missioner nf Railwavs going to the seeretary
of the Railway Union and telling bim that
if he were not quieter the department would
gend him up North? T hope this inatter wi'l
be investizated. If a select eommittee wer:
appeinted to inguire into the ramification=
of the foree it might make fur the better
working of ihat foree. The foree should be
working peacefully and amieably, with no
discontent, but aectually there is more dis-
content in that department than in any
other department.

Mr. Kennedy: Did not the union iake up
that case?

Mr. SLEEMAX: Of course they did,
and the seeretary of the union was told that
if he did noi keep quiet he wonid he put
where he would have to keep quiet.

[Mr. Panton tock the Chair.]

Mr. Kennedy: Have they not an execu-
tive and a general secretary?

Mr. SLEEMAN: Yes, and the gencral
seeretary is a very zood man. Lately a cer-
tain constable aceused of a certain offence
was brought before a board. The section
of the Act woverning that board reads—

Any non-commissioned officer or constable
aecused of an act of insubordination or an act
of misconduct against the diseipline of the
force, or any person preferring the charge, may
require that the charge, instead of being heard
as hereinhefore provided, shall be heard by &«
boord and thercuper a hoard apvointed by
the Governor, consisting of three persons (of
whom only one maxy he a member of the foree,
not heing the Commissioner) may summarily
inquire into on oath and determine the charge
and sentence such non-commissioned officer or
constable, as the case may be, to the fine or
imprisonment hereinbefore mentioned.

The constable went before the hoard and
was fined £3 with £16 costs. In the frst
place the decision of the hoard was reserved
and the constable concerned was not told of
that decision. But a few days afterwards:
an officer told him the board had fined him
£3 with £16 costs, but that the department
had decided that instead of being fined he
would be dismissed the service.

Mr. Marshail: They had a Lewis gun
trained on him.

Mr. Mann: He was not told he would he
dismissed from the service,

Mr. SLEEMAN: No. He was told he
would be removed from the serviece under
Section 8 of the Act. That section prae-
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tically closes the door against his appealing
or taking any action against the Govern-
ment. The department could have dismissed
bim, and he would then have had a chance
to bring a charge of wrongful dismissal.
But he was removed under Section 8, which
preclndes any appeal. There is no redress
under that section.
Hon. G. Taylor: A handy section, that!

Mr. SLEEMAN: Under that seetion a
man ecan be removed without any exeuse.
That eonstable was removed, and was not
given a [ighting chanece to sue for wrongful
dismissal. If this ean be permitted in 1928,
I do not know what we are coming to.

Mr. Marshall: Why did they not dismisa
him straight out?

Mr. SLEEMAN: They could have done
that, but they appointed a board consisting
of Mr. Kidson, Mr. Langsford, and Dr.
Battye. That board could have recom-
mended that the constable be dismissed, in-
stead of which they recommended that he
ghould be fined. At a union meeting thix
officer wanted to know whether the inoney
patd for a whisky advertisement on the first
page of a police manual drawn up by Chicf
Inspector O’Halloran had heen kept by the
chief inspector, or whether it wa; divided
amongst those who anthorised the publica-
tion of the manual.

Mr, Mann: Including the Minister.

Mr. SLEEMAN: Including the Minister.
I do not know whether it was a very grave
offence for a man to ask such & question
at a union meeting. For if the chief in-
speetor had got the £100 paid or the adver-
tisement, he was entitled to do so. So T say
Campbell was guite within his rights in ask-
ing whether the chief inspector had kept the
money or whether he had distribufed it
amongst others. Sanctioned by the depart-
ment, the chicf inspector published the book
on his own behalf; =0 if he got £100 for a
whisky advertisement he was entitled to keep
it. Buat it was not good policy to encourage
by an advertisement in a semi-official publi-
eation young recruits to drink Glenoran No.
10 whisky.

Hon. G. Taylor: It is not a bad whisky,

The CHAIRMAN : Order! This is a fques-
tion of the police, not of any whisky.

Mr. SLEEMAN: What T am discussing
now i3 an advertisement for Glenoran No.
10 whisky, an advertisement published in the
police manual produeed by the chief inspec-
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tor.  rhe bourd in the first place reserved
woerr decision.

riou, ir Jawes Mitchell: What, as to the
Gilenorun No. 107

Mr. SLEEMAN: Neo. Campbell made
that statement at the union econference.
Iuventually it appeared in a newspaper re-
port of that conference. I say that of the
two parties the newspaper publishing that
statement was the worse offender. For when
the statement was made in the first instance
it was made under certain privilege; it
was made by an oflicer of the force at a
police conferenee. When ithe paper pub-
lished the statement either the man respon-
sible for the statement or the paper thai
published it should have been prosecuted.
Constable Campbell was given a beoard and
when the board was oot suitable, instead o1
the fine being imposed, he was dismissed
from the service.

My, Marshall: Sowething like Bruce with
Sydney Kidman’s taxation. Because those
who inguired were not unanimous, he is not
paying,

Mr. SLEEMAN: When Campbell ap-
peared before the board eight witnesses gave
evidence on his behalf., The only thing I
am troubling about now that Campbell is
oul of the force is that he has no right to
an appeal because he was removed under
Section 8 of the Act. 1 hope that none of
the eight men who gave evidence on his
behalf will be removed under Section 8 of
the Aet. I bave made the statement that
officials of the union have heen threatened
that if they did not keep quieter, they would
be removed somewhere where they would be
quieter, and I am wondering whether Sec-
tion 8 of the Aet will he availed of to deal
with them. If it is done, 1 shall try to get
a select committee to find out what is going
on bchind the scenes.

Mr. Mann: Who did the threatening—a
subordinate officer or the Commissioner?

Mr. SLEEMAXN: The Commissioner
threatencd the secretary and president of
the branch that if they were not quieter, an-
other place would he found for them.

Hon. G. Taylor: Up north$

Mr. SLEEMAXN: Tt might have been down
south.

Mr. J. H. Smith: They could not be sent
Lo a better place.

Mr. SLEEMAN: Evidently the Commis-
sioner had it in mind to move them. T hope
that now T have ventilated these grievances,
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something will be done, 1t is only fair in
the interests of the department that a select
commitiee should be appointed so that we
may find out what is going on.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell : Let us turn the
Goverument out first.

HON. G. TAYLOR (Mount Margaret)
(9.32]: I wish to make a few remarks re-
garding the action of the Government on the
Bill brought down last year to give greater
consideration to the members of the police
forece. When the Lill was under discussion
in Committee, I moved an amendment to the
clanse that gave power to deal with pun-
ishment so that the Bill would deal with
promotion as well as punishment. To the
utter disgust of the Government, that was
Jassed, and the Premier told me across the
{loor of the House that that was the end of
the Bill and the board. Thereafter the Bili
was kept at the bottom of the notice paper
until Parliament prorogued. Early this ses-
sion I asked a question whether the Gov-
ernment intended to bring down the Bill
again, and I received a point-blank refusal
of any intentien to do so. 1 know full well
there are membhers on the Government side
of the House whe are so incensed ai the
action of the Government, that if a motion
was tabled and a case put up, it would com-
mand suffieient support to defeat the Gov-
ernment on the question.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: Do it.

Hon. G. TAYLOR: 1 have no desire
to put members who belong to the party
supporting the Government in that position.
It is a party from which there may be no
defection by any member on any question of
importance, though members would probably
exercise their independence if they eon-
sidered an injustice was being done. T do
not wish to make any threats, but unless the
Government make some genuine effort next
session, which will be the last of the present
Parliament, to re-introduce the Bill with the
amended clause in it, there will be some
trouble during the passage of the Police
Estimates and on other occasions. 1 as
sure the Government that they will not get
through so swimmingly as they have done
this session. I am not going to associate
myself with any remarks shout seething dis-
content in the police force. Tf there is
seething discontent, I am not aware of it.
Last vear 1 had a conversation with members
of the executive about getting the Bill al-
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tered in the direction in which it was subse-
quentty anended, bul since then I have not
been in close touch with them. I know they
are still of opinion it is absolutely necessary
that the Bill be passed and that they should
be working under u statute giving them the
right of appeal against punishment as well
as in the matter of promotion.

Mr. A, Wansbrough: 'They
nnited,

Ron. &. TAYLOR: They are fairly
well united, and if there be any truth in the
statement nade to-night that there is seeth-
ing discontent in the foree, I think that eon-
tributes largely to it. I do not say theve is
seething disecuntent, but whatever discontent
docs exist, the faet of that measure as
amended not being passed has a Tot to do
with it.

The Minister for Police:
diseontent on the wharf.

Hon. G. TAYLOR: And there will be
seething discoutent here and in the party
opposite if the Government do not act more
honourably towards the police force.

The CHHAIRMAN: Order!

Hon, G, TAYLOR: It is up to the Min-
ister even at this late hour of the session to
restore that Bill to the notice paper. The
measure has practically completed its pas-
sage through this Chamber and there is
ample time to get it passed this session. The
present Minister is new to the department.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: But it is an
old Government.

Hon, G TAYLOR: I hope it will not get
much older, anyhow,

Hon. Sir James Mitcheli :
that.

Hon. . TAYLOR: Let the Minister
bring down the Bill, and we shall then see
whether it will not remove some of the dis-
content that has been spoken of to-night.

The Minister For Police: The members of
the force are a verv happy family.

Hon. G. TAYLOR: If 1 may judge by
the official journal there is a lot of discon-
tent. Many things, however, are being re-
medied. I hope the Minister will inquire into
the matter. We must have a contented police
force. The police are the most responsibln
officers of the State. We have a 1ine forec
and it is up to Parliament to see that the
Government—regardless of what party may
be in power—treat the force as it should be
treated.

are not

There is seeth-

We shall see to
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ME. MARSHALL (Murchison) [9.38].
I cannot alicw this vote to pass without
having a few words to say on it. I do not
want entirely to endorse all the utterances
of the previous speakers about the seething
discontent and the possibility of a revolu-
tion or a mutiny in the police foree. That
theve is a great deal of discontent and that
the discontent in evidence is due to no
other cause than antoeratic administration
there is very little doubt,

The Minister for Railways inferjected.

Mr. MARSHALL: I wish to have my
say without being nolested by the Miuister
for Railways,

The CHATRMAN:
proceed.

Mr. MARSHALL: When the Railway
Estimates come before ns we shall hear what
he has to say. No matter what party may
be in power—Lahour, Liberal, Conservative
or even a Bruece-Page Government, which is
a conglomeration of ail—it is the duty of
the Government to see that servants who are
comnpelled to take a vow ov oath to serve
their eountry are not compelled hy bad
administration to do what 15 ecalled mutmv
Those men are in a vile position,

Hon. Sir James Miichell: There has never
been any suggestion of mutiny.

Mr. MARSHATLL: What happened in
Victoria, where men were persecuted for
vears on end? They sought justiee from
various Governments, but each Government
refused to hear their troubles or to redress
the grievances until the fire was so kindled
that it burst into flames. As soon as the men
said, “We have finished,” the Government
iurned round and said, “You have mutinied.”
That was the accnsation made against the
police of Victoria, They were persecuted.
Because they revolted against the perseentor,
they were accused of mutiny. T hope that
sort of thing is not going to happen in this
State. The present Minister is new fo the
department and I hope he will keep his
eves open. Without consulting any member
of the force he will be ahle to see things
happening, It is apparent to me, if not
to other members, that there are officers in
the foree who, without any apparent effort,
ran land themselves into almost any posi-
tion. Take Chief Tnspecior O'Halloran. I
do not speak disparagingly of his ability
as an inspector; I hold him in high esteem
and consider him a very effieient and good

The hon. member may

- 15 not fair and equitable to all.
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officer. But he could step into the position
of Chief Inspector and confinue fo hold the
two jobs he had previcusly. He still holds
the position of officer atiached to the licens-
ing bench and of officer controlling weights
and measures, in addition to which he is
Chief Inspector of the police of the State.
I want to know whether the Minister bas
observed that, and whether he thinks it fair,
Is it not time the junior officers received
gome encouragement to study, make them-
selves eflicient and develop their ambition
to rise? When they have done that, are not
they entitled o promotion? If this sort
of thing is allowed to continue, we shall
presently have one man constituting the
forse, apart fvom sergeants and subordin-
ates,

Hon. Sir James Mitekell: If that is so,
I think his zalary ought to be increased.

Mr. MARSHALL: I am not concerned
for the moment about the salary, and 7T
wish to make it clear that I am not speak-
ing disparagingly of the officer. I am con-
tending that the administration of the force
I am be-
ginning to think that the Commissioner of
Police is becoming pannicky., He seems to
be trying to get around him a few fol-
lowers. If there is any truth in the state-
ments of the member for Fremantle {Mr.
Sleeman) he is going to do his utmost to
ensure that the rank and file are noi
against him. As soon as they becoms
conspicuous in an effort to seeure an ad-
Jjustment of their grievances he is going to
separate them and distribute them far and
wide, thus preventing them from organising
lo get what, in their opinion, is fair play
and justice. I want the Minister to have
some inquiries made, and I prefer that
the inquiries be made hy an independent
tribunal sueh as a select committee. Tt has
come fto my konowledge that a prominent

eitizen who happens to have the magic
letters “M.L.C.” after his name and the

manager of a big firm in this city were
approached by a constable in the exe-
cution of his duty for doing something
confrary to the law of the land.
The constahle was pressing for the name and
address of the influential eitizen, and he was
told, “If you continue to persecute me or
press for my name, I shall proceed to see
Commmissioner Connell.” Whether the in-
fluential citizen did proceed to see Commis-
sioner Connell is hard to say, but it is a re-
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markable fact that the constable was ordered
to move, and that he did leave the city. I
do not know whetber there is truth in the
statement T have quoted. I want the Min-
ister to find that out. If the Minister cannot
find out, let us bave a scleet committee.
Another case concerned an important and
influential gentleman of Perth who was driv-
ing a motor car and appeared to be inebri-
ated. Possibly he is one of those fanatics
who drive witk the hood down and their
hats off. This gentleman was approached by
another constable. The constable, being ¢on-
vineed that the man was under the influence
of liquor, took hold of the wheel of the
motor car and said, “Come on, manipnlate
those gears.” Then the constable drove him
to the police station. There the man was
medically examined, and found to be under
the influence of liguor. This, too, was a very
prominent citizen, or very friendly with the
Commissioner of Police. Upon getting his
vietim to the charge room the constable was
told that he was anything but an efficient
officer in that he allowed a man under the
influence of liquor to drive a car—which,
however, the constable had not dome. In
two days’ time he was told that in the routine
of transfer he would have to be removed
from the city. And he bad to go. He was
a married man with a bome in Perth, and
was fransferred so expeditiously that he
could not secure uccommodation for his
Lamily either from the Department or by
renting privately. Tt appears to me that the
Commissioner of Police is begianing to get
frightened. I can quote another case, with
respeet to which I admit frankly that I have
consulted Inspector Hunter, of the Traffie
Department. Inspector Hunter’s argnments
convineed me that he had no ease, and I am
still doubtfu! whether it would not be
rossible by a privale inquiry to bring to
-book the party responsible for one of the
worst smashes in this State; I refer to the
Breckler ease. It is astonishing that this
lndy could cut the corner of one of the most
important intersections of the city—1I helieve
one or two wheels of her ear went right over
the footway—knack over one gentleman with
Ler car, and then swerved and knock over
three or four more persons, partially cutting
off a small child’s leg, without. the Jaw of the
land taking toll for such an aecident. I
wonder what would have happened if a bow-
vangs had caused the aceident. T am not at
all satisfied with what is going on inside the
police force. We have an efficient set of men
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in the traffic braneh, in the C.1.D, in the
rlain clothes, and in the uniformed section,
but trouble will arise hefore long if despotic
interference is allowed to go on without in-
tervention on the part of the Minister to see
that fair play is given to every member of
the force. The men look to the Minister, for
they can obtain no redress from those of
superior rank. We have had arguments
valore here on that snbject, and many of ns
have done a good deal to secure redress for
the police. The Government wmight have con-
sidered the advisability of bringing down a
measore similar to that introduced last year,
which proposed to give the police an appeal
hoard to deal with dismissals, transfers, and
cther forms of punishment.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: Transfer is not
necessarily a punishment.

Mr, Sleeman: At times it is a punishment.

Mr. MARSHALL: A man is often com-
pelled to take a transfer out of his turn, An
appeal board would see that he got fair play
in such a ease. It is all right for us. We
here are our own masters. Within the
category of the Standing Orders and subject
to the ruling of the Chairman we can do
what we like. So we can afford to smile at
ihose not in a similarly fortunate position.
With regard to the Campbell case, had the
board been in existence, much of the trouble
that took place at the conference would not
have arisen. 1 followed the discussion
elosely, and my opinion is that if the board
had existed many of the anomalies apparent
in the administration of the police force
wonld have been rendered impossible. Even
without the right to review promotions, the
board could have obviated a great deal of the
trouble, It would also have tended io pre-
vent a great deal of the discussion referred
to; and probably Constable Campbell, in
that case, would not have found himself in
bis present position. But the Government
bave not deemed it desirable to bring down
legislation of the character they believe in,
legislation for an appeal board, with exelu-
sion of the right to review promotions.

The Minister for Railways: We have tried
that three times.

Mr. MARSHALL : I know of another
measure which was brought down three times,
and went through on the last occasion. That
(onstable Campbell was placed in a very
nad position admits of no denial. Whether
he did right or wreng is a matter for the
Minister to say. Personally I consider that
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Constable Campbell did nothing but what
ghould be done in g free country,

Mr. Maunn: The worst thing was printing
it.

Mr. MARSHALL: The Chairman of Com-
wittees will not permit me to deal with that
aspect. I disapprove of the attitude of the
Minister for Justice in dealing with the
Campbell case. If Campbell had eommitted
a crime or an offence, or anything which
brought him under the eye of the Commis-
sioner of Police, one of two things should
have happened. Either he should have been
told, “You shall be tried under such and such
a section of the Police Act”; or else he
shouid have heen told, “\WVWe shall not give you
the opportunity of being tried under the
Police Act; the charge against youn is of such
a character, 50 criminal, that we shall not
give yon that chance; we have sufficient
grounds for dismissing you from the force.”
Neither of those things was done, The de-
partment said to Constable Campbell, “We
will give you the right to go before the
board.” e was given that privilege, and
the board gave their decision in camera—so
far as T know, the first instance of the kind.

Mr. Slecman : Constable Campbell was
tvied in camera.

Mr. MARSHALL: Ultimately Campbell
was informed of his fate and the board’s
decision. The decision was that notwithstand-
ing what Connnissioner Connell might think
or say, or what the Government might be-
lieve, a sufficient penalty for Campbell was
a fine of £3 with 16 guineas costs. I am
taking the Minister to task for permitting
the Commissioner of Police to say, “The
decision of the board has heen given, and
it is not exaetly what I want; therefore [
will shelve it.”’ He said to {lonstahle Camp-
bell, ‘‘ I am taking the matter up now, and
you are dismissed from the force under
Section 8 of the Police Aet.” I blame the
Minister for not having prevented such an
action, or for not having reinstated Con-
stable Campbell, A machine gun should
not be used on a man in that way. The
Commissioner of Police did not say, “1
will deal with you, Campbell, your case i3
bad enough for me to deal with; I have the
authority to deal with a man of your char-
acter, and you shall be rerzoved from the
force under Section 8.’ That was not the
attitude adopted. Campbell was first pul
before the board, it being hoped, I suppose,
that the board would msake the recommenda-
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tion desired by the Commissioner. Will
the Minister support that as an aet of jus-
tice? If he will stand to that, T will not
stand with him. The Minister, or the Com-
nissiener, or the inspeetor, or whoever
happened to handle the case, bad alterna-
tive methods of handling it, and sheuld
have adopted anyone of those methods to
give the man fair play, But no; they had
a double-barrelled gun, and they said to
him, “You shall accept the decision of the
board,” He said, “All right.”” He took
the decision of the board when it was given.
The department waived that decision aside,
saying, ‘It is no good to us; we do not
want that; what we want is your removal
and we will give it to you.”’ 1 will not
stand for that. I hope the Minister will
have inquiries made. T do not know
whether the cirenmstances have previously
come to his knowledge. If not, it is jonsi
about time he was informed of them. I do
not know what things are coming to if
police afficers are to he sent before various
tribunals in order that decisions palatable
to certain individuals may be obtained.
When finally a decision is vendered, that
decision is not accepted and the depart-
ment sav, “Now we will do it.”” One does
not feel greatly encouraged to elaborate
on such eircumstances. The members of the
police foree, with perhaps a few ex-
ceptions, are second to none in the
Commonwealth fromy the standpoint of
efficienexy, diseipline and courtesy. T re-
gard them as constituting the finest police
force in the Commonwealth, Naturally in
such a big organisation, there will be somo
nfficious oflicers, and some who will bring
the general membership more or less into
disrepute, We have had very few men of
that deseription in our police foree, and
the foree as a whole is deserving of much
better treatment, and eerfainly should not
be persecuted in any degree by one who
happens to be for the time being in the
position of lord and master. I want to know
from the Minister if there has been any
amendment to thesPolice Act, 1892, I
understand that if the Commissioner of
Police desires to alter the position with
regard fo the administration of the police
force, all he has to do is to frame
& regulation setting out that he proposes
to adopt a certain course. He sends fhat
regnlation to the Minister and if it receives
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the concurrence of the Minister, that regu-
lation has the force of law in relation, to
the administration of the force. I want to
know whether that i3 eorreet.

The Minister for Police: No.

The Minister for Railways: You told
us that if it was so, you would not object.
Yon had better get on with the business.

Mr. MARSHALL: I hope jt is not cor-
rect. 1 hope some effort will be made by
the present Minister to place the Police Act,
and the regulations framed under it, be-
fore Parliament so that we sball know the
real position. We shall then know how
many of the provisions of that measure
bave been handed down for 200 or 300 years
from some old Imperial statute, provisions
that outlived their usefnlness a centonry ago.
I understund that some such provision was
made use of to cnable specifie action to be
taken for {he benefit of certain individuals.
There is not the slightest doubt that there
is much diseontent among the members of
the police force generally. I am given to
understand—I will not make any direct
charges on this sialement---that the Com-
missioner of Police at all times sets out to
become hostile to such members of the force
as play a prominent part from an industrial
point of view, If he finds that any of hjs
officers, irrespective of what grade they may
be in, play an active part from that stand-
point, he immediately warns them. He savs
to them, “I am warning you. Yoa must go
quietly.”* Bven on this last oecasion—the
Minister will know whether this is trme—
on nccount of some anomaly that had erept
into the log presented by the Folice Union
to the Arbitration Court, he held up the
signing of the agreement for practieally
three weeks. This was occasioned on ae-
count of the case as presented by the union.
The anomaly was overcome only by securing
an industrial agreement covering the classi-
fication of the force. Notwithstanding that
the agreement was sanctioned by both the
Government advoeate and the union advo-
cate, it was held up for some time
before it could be registered. TEven when
it had been registered, the Commissioner
took a prominent part in splitting the
union by demanding that certain of the
officers should not be covered by it
I hope the Mirister will go into these
matters.  Personally I think he would
be wise if be permitéed a select committee
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to investigate the whole of the romifications
of our police force. If he agreed to that
eourse, it would help him considerably and
might result in more harmonious and peace-
ful working of the foree a2s s whole. It
would help to maintain effieiency, discipline
and courtesy throughout the force generally.
I hope the Minister will give serious consid-
cration to these matters.

TEE MINISTER FOR POLICE (Hon.
H. Millington — Leederville — in  reply)
[10.7]: There are two matters in particular
to which T shall refer.  There are some
points mentioned by the member for Fre-
mantle (Mr. Sleenian) that T will not labour,
but I will merely state what oceurred. Con-
stable Campbell was suspended and charged
with disgracefu]l conduet towards a Min-

ister of the Crown and towards his
superior officer. At about that time
I was placed in Ministerial eontrol of

the Police Department. Constable Camp-
bell appealed against his suspension on that
charge. I have not the particulars of all the
charges against him, but I know that was
one of them. Representatives of the Police
Union waited upon me and asked that a
board should he appointed, and that the
upion should be directly represented. Up
to that time, all snch boards had been ap-
pointed by the department. After disems-
sing the matter, I agreed to the new de-
parture. 1 agreed that the department
should have a representative, the union a
reprosentative and that the chairman should
be a police magistrate. The deputation
expressed satisfaction with that arrange-
ment, and considered they had been given a
fair deal. I may inform hon. members that
the deputation was particularly anxzious
about the personnel of the board and made
one stipulation. They considered that as
the charge I refer to had to do with an
officer in control of the licensing branch, no
one associated with the liquor trade should
be appointed to the board. While the union
representatives were anxious about the
matter and adopted that attitude, I do not
eonsider they were as scrupulous as the de.
partment was in regard to its nominee.

Mr. Sleeman: Whom did they nominate?

The MINISTER FOR FOLICE: They
nominated Mr, Langsford. I do not think
it can be said that he is associated with the
liquor trade. If we had been as sugpicious
as the union delegates, we might have been
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disposed to say that Mr. Langsford was per-
haps somewhat partisan!  However, they
nominated Mr. Langsford and his nomina-
tion was accepted, They were given a fair
deal. The chairman was to be a police
magistrate, Hon. members should consider
the position of the department. All the
officers in the force, with the exception of
the Commissioner of Police, are entitled to
be, and I think ave, wembers of the police
Union. In view of that fact, it was deemed
advisable that someone outside the service
should be nominsted to represent the de-
partment. .Otherwise the man who repre-
sented the Commissioner and the depart-
ment would be a member of the union and
he would have been in a very invidious posi-
tion. The reswlt was that Dr. Battye was
appointed a member of the board. I think
it will be agreed that Dr. Battye is a fair
and capable man. However, the Police
Union appeared to be satisfied with the con-
stitution of the board, and I did not receive
any complaint on that secore. It was the
first time a board had heen constituted in
that way. We thonght that if there was a
representative of each side with an inde-
pendent chairman that would be sufficient.
We agreed to what was asked. There was
nothing wrong with that. Mr. Sleeman was
not guite up to date in his facts, because
he suggested that Tnspector O’Halloran had
received an amount for an advertisement that
appeared in the “Police Manual,” that he
issued.

Mr. Sleeman: I want to correct the Min-
ister. I did not say the chief inspector got
any sum. I said that Campbell queried the
amount paid for the whisky advertisemeni,
and asked whether the inspeetor had kept
the lot. What I said was that if he had got
any money for it, he was entitled to keep it
hecause he had publisbed the book.

The MINISTER FOR POLICE: He did
not publish the book., It was published by
a publishing firm.

Mr. Sleeman: Why split straws$
produced the book.

The MINISTER FOR POLICE: The
publisher published the manual, and he it
was who was responsible for getting the
advertisement.

He

Mr. Sleeman: Who got the money for the
advertisement ¥ :

The MINISTER FOR POLICE: The
publisher,
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Mr. Sleeman:
nothing?

The MINISTER FOR POLICE: No.

Mr. Marsball: Did (’Hallorau get any
premium whatever for putting the book to-
gether?

The MINISTER FOR POLICE: He got
nothing in respect fo the advertisement.
That is the whole poiunt, because it was con-
tended that he got some benefit from the
whisky advertisement. He gof no benefit
whatever from it. It was also suggested
that Mr. Drew received something. There
is u lot of eoncern displayed about certain
people’s reputations, but it appears that
Ministers of the Crown and Inspector
O’Halloran are to be subject to innuendo
and seandalous statements published about
theru in a newspaper cireulating throughout
the world, and they are to have no redress.

Mr. Sleeman: Who published the report?

The MINISTER TFOR POLICE: The
Police U'nion were responsible for publish-
ing the statement. It was in a published
report of their conference. 1 am not con-
cerned about what is said at any union
meeting. The offence was in publishing it
to the world, The department took action
against the man who made that libellous
statement. Had he been proceeded against
for libel, I think he would have fared far
waorse than he did. A charge was laid
against bim, and was heard by a board on
which Campbell had a direct representative.
The charge was one of disgraceful eonduct
to a Minister of the Crown and to a superior
officer. Campbell had laid himself out to
say all the libellous things he eould about
both of them. The board had to consider
whether or not the charge was proven. The
finding of the board was that he was guilty
of the charge against him. Then the board
did all they eould, by fining him the maxi-
mum amount,

Mr. Sleeman: Why did the court fina
him at all; and since they fined him, why
was that not sufficient?

The MINISTER FOR POLICE: You
are not trying the case; you have shown that
you are incapable of trying anybody.

Mr. Sleernan: On a point of order. I
want that withdrawn. I am just as cap-
able as is the Minister.

The CHATRMAN: Order!

member will resume his seat.

And did O'Halloran get

The hon.
If the Min-
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ister has said apything offensive, he will
withdraw it.

The MINISTER FOR POLICE: I with-
draw i, but I will leave it to the opinion
of the Committer,

Mr. Sleeman: On a point of order. I
want that withdrawn.

The CHAIRMAN: The Minister must
uunreservedly withdraw.

The MINISTER FOR POLICE: I witi-
draw anything [ have said that is offensive
to the hon. member. The board found the
charge proven. It was a pretty serious
charge, for if a wember of the force is fo
be permitted to use sueh langmage in
respect of the Minister and his superior
officer, any sort of discipline in the force
would bé impossible. The board fined him
the maximum of £3 and costs. It then be-
came a question for the Commissioner to
deal with, The man had been found guilty,
and under Section 8 of the Act the Com-
missioner had the right to vary the decision
of the board and remove the offender from
the service. That action was taken. If a
police constable were to be permitted to use
language such as Campbell did and pub-
lish it, and then be muleted in a tuppeny-
half-penny fine, it wounld be impossible to
run the police foree.

Hon, G, Taylor: Could the board have
recommended dismissal?

The MINISTER FOR POLICE: I un-
derstand that in the ecircumstances the
penalty they imposed was the maximnm.
That was the board’s business. All they
had to do was to decide whether he was
guilty of the offence. They found him
guilty by a unanimous decision. 1 do not
know whether Campbell has any very great
grievance, for if ever I saw a man looking
for trouble. Campbell wns that man, It
has been sugeested that there is nervous-
ness on the part of the police constables,
and that they are afraid to say a word for
fear of being vietimised. I eould see no
evidence of nervonsness in the report of
their conference. Some of them made the
most outlandish statewents rezarding the
administration of the force. T have seen
no nervousness on the part of the police
constables as to the statements they may
make. Campbell was dealt with in aceor-
dance with the nsual practice, and for mr
part, as Ministerial head of the department,
T am prepared to take my share of respon-

sibility for the action in removing him from
the force.

Hon. G. Taylor:
eourt.

The MINISTER I'OR FOLICE: Kot ex-
eepticnal, but it was certainly a fairly eon-
stituted eourt.

Mr. Sleeman: And the verdict was fair,
too.

The MINISTER FOR POLICE: The ver-
dict showed that the charge was proven.
The court were not responsible for the con-
duet of the man charged. They were not
responsible for his statements. His state-
ments were not denied. Therefore the
court had no option, and they found the
charge proven. )

Mr., Marshall: It was a peculiar de-
cision for the board to give.

The MINISTER FOR POLICE: No, the
board were free to say whether or not
Campbell was guilty.

Mr. Marshall: Why did they infliet a
penalty on him at all?

Mr, Sleeman: Was it fair for the de-
partment fo come along and mefe out
heavier punishment?

Mr. Marshall: Why did the board im-
pose 8 penalty on him if you only wanted
to know from them whether he was guilty?

The MINISTER FOR POLICE: The
board if they found him guilty had the
option of fining him, and they fined him the
maximum penalty.

Mr. Marshall: But yon say it was not
their job to punish him.

The MINISTER FOR POLICE: Camp-
bell got a considerably fairer deal than he
had meted out to others in the case,

Mr. Mann: Youa had the power to remove
him without a trial if yon had so desired.

The MINISTER FOR POLICE: The
member for Murchison (Mr, Marshall) dealt
with many cases. I do not say it is unfair
to give the names, but it is a matter of in-
nuendo and I am not going to express an
opinion that certain constables were victim-
ised, In the police foree it matters not
who is promoted, there is always a certain
amount of dissatisfaction. That is easily un-
derstood. If there was a promotional hoard,
do members think the police generally would
be satisfied with its decisions®

Hon. G. Taylor: They would not have
such grounds for complaint.

It was an exceptional
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The MINISTER FOR POLICE: If the
decision does not suit & particuiar man and
if he thinks he has a grievance, he will nat-
urally be dissatisfied. No one has suggested
to me that there has been undue favouritism.
I am prepared to believe that when any man
is promoted someone will he dissatisfied.
That applies not only to the police force,
but to the public service. Everyone wants
to remain in the city. Boys coming out of
college do not want to go to the country;
they want to remain in Perth and the whole
service wants to remain in Perth, Is it not
necessary for someone to go to the Kimber-
leys? Someone might even have to be shang-
haied to the South-West.

Hon. G. Taylor: Why shanghaied?

Mr. J. H. Smith: It is a pity you were
not shanghaied down there.

The MINISTER FOR POLICE: The men
have to police the whole of Western Aus-
tralia and some have to do the jobs in the
outposts, Under any system the men sent
to those places wonld be able fo show pretty
good reasons why they should remain in
Perth. They could put np an unanswerable
case. If a promotional board were respon-
sible for the decisions, where would it bhe?
I suppose it would be in Perth, and it wonld
have to deal with eases hundreds of miles
away. I do not know whether the hon. mem-
ber would suggest special boards, or whether
he would set up an expensive hoard to travel
all over the Staie, or whether aggrieved
men would have to eome to Perth to put
up their cases. Every desision would be
tested; there would be an appeal against
every one. Therefore it seems that a promo-
tional board would be about the busiest tri-
bunal in Western Australia.

Hon. G. Taylor: The Government brought
down a Bill for a punishment hoard and a
promotional board was added to it.  The
same board could have done both duties,

The MINISTER FOR POLICE: The
force could have had a punishment board.
The Minister for Railways, who previousiy
administered this department, knows what
occurred. The understanding hetween the
union and the Minister was that the Bill as
infroduced was satisfactory, but as a result
of the promotional board being ineluded,
they lost the punishment board. Anyhow,
the hoard constituted in Campbell’s ense was
on those lines, YWe have no objection to the
principle of the department and the men
being represented with an independent
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chairman, and I endeavoured to adhere to
that prineiple in appointing the board in
Campbell’s case. That is a matter which
will be eonsidered, but at present I am not
going to give the member for Mt. Margaret
an assurance that a Bill to his liking will be
introduced.

The CHAIRMAN : The Minister is not in
order in discussing under the Estimates pro-
posed or necessary legislation,

The MINISTER FOR POLICE: But I
was threatened.

The CHATRMAN: That does not affeet
my ruoling.

The MINISTER FOR POLICE: I cannot
make any promise of what will ve done. As
to the seething diseontent in the foree, [
kave not ohserved it. Almost immediately
after I was appointed to control the Police
Department the union asked to meet me to
discuss various matters. T met its repre-
sentatives and found them a fine, capable,
reasonable bedy of men,  They diseussed
with me in & manly way matters that they
considered of importance to them and griev-
ances that they desired to have rectified. We
had a good heart to heart talk, and I gave
them to understand that if they had any
genuine grievance they desired to bring be-
fore me, T would be prepared at all times
to listen to them. I made it plain, however,
that T would not lisien to trifies or tittle-
tattle. Tf they wanted to get some advan-
tage for their men, they were o make sure
that the case was genuine before it was re-
ferred to me and then there would he
ne diffieculty in approaching me on any
matter. Consequently they did not have lo
go to the member for Fremantle, the member
for Murchison, or the member for Mt. Mar-
garet,

Hon. G. Tavlor: They have never been
to me.

The MINISTER FOR POLICE: If dis-
content exists, they san come to me and dis-
cuss it. There is no need for any innuendo.
T met them in a sivaightforward way and
they can take my word—in this, I am sure
the Government sare behind me—that the
men who make representations to me on
behalf of their fellows will not be vie-
timised. I shall see that they are not vie-
timised and T have no reason to think that
the Commissioner will victimise them, If
the member for Murchison mentions a speei-
fic case, .T am prepared to investigate it.
Those men can have the backing of their
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anjon. The represeniatives of the union
were most free in their disecussion and, in-
stead of hiding what had been snid at their
union meetings, they have shown a disposi-
tion to publish everything to the world.
There is no body of men that can be called
unskilled who are on the same footing as
are the police of this State.

Hon. 8ir James Mitchell: But they are
not unskilled; they are skilful.

The MINISTER FOR POLICE: They
become very skilful and capable as they
gain experience, but at the outset they are
placed on a far hetter footing than are men
engaged on similar work outside.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: There is no
work of a similar nature outside the force.

The Premier. Six pounds a week for a
plart and unskilled at the time! A trades-
man has to spend five years learning his
trade and then he gets only £5 1(s. a week.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell : Not on the rail-
ways.

The Premier: The railway men do not get
£6 a week.

The MINISTER FOR POLICE: I have
perused the lists, and I find that there has
recently been an addition of 1s. a day lo
the pay of the rank and file and 2s. per day
to the non-commissioned officers, a total in-
crease per year of £17,500 granted by the
Arbitration Court. I do not know where
the seething discontent comes in.

The Premier: And £25000 two yenrs ago,
making £42000 increase in wages in two
years.

Hon. G. Taylor: But you have increased
the staff,

The Premier: They are hest off of all the
men in the Government service, and they
know it too, except a few malcontents.

The MINISTER FOR POLICE: 1 am
prepared to admit that sufficient has been
said to convey the impression that discon-
tent exists, hut the discontent is confined to
certain aggrieved persons. If 500 men can
be found anywhere without a few malcon-
tents and aggrieved persons, Y shall be
astonisbed. I am convinced that in the main
the police force 15 a confented body. If it
is not, I want to know what the specific
grievances are, 1 am always there to listen
to genuine grievances. As for vietimisa-
tion, I can guoarantee that that will not
oceur. No man will be vietimised or pre-
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judiced on account of having acted as an
advocate of his fellows either in the Arbi-
tration Court, or before the Commissioner,
or before me, As for the condition of
seething discontent, the allegation is too
ridicnlous for words. Anyone can go
through the list and see what remunera-
tion these constables and officers are receiv-
tng. There is no cause for seething discon-
tent, and discontent does not exist. What-
ever may have been the position formerly
—and in the past the remuncration of con-
stables has not been good—the members of
the police force arc now well in line with
other workers, Their conditions of employ-
ment, toe, have been considerably bettered
in regent years. They now have the ad-
vantages of a umnion, and rightly so. As a
result they can treat with the department,
can approach the Arbitration Court, and in
every respect have the advantages usnally
aeeruing to an organised body of men. But
if anyone suggests that the union should
run the police force, he can disabuse his
mind of that idea. The police force must
he eontrolled by the Commissioner of Police.
The union is not in conirol of the depart-
ment, The union has a legitimate funetion
to perform, and performs that function. I
do not bhother to go to sireet corners for
information, but I am there in my office
and prepared to listen to grievances at any
lime. 1T shall take the trouble to find out
what the grievonces are, Here is an open
invitation to men to tome and state their
grisvances. Irrespective of the innuendo and
seanda! which have been retailed this even-
ing, there is very little to complain of =o
far as the pay and conditions of the police
are concerned.

Item—Commissioner, £1,000:

Mr. SLEEMAN: After the able manner
in which the Minister has replied with re-
gard to the Commissioner of Police, I am
sure that nothing——

The CHAIRMAN : The hon. member ecan-
not deal with that aspect.

Mr. SLEEMAN: I want to know whether
the Government are going to stand the Com-
missioner threatening men and

The CHAIRMAN: We can only deal with
the salary.

Mr. SLEEMAN: In that ease, by way of
drawing attention to this matter, T move—

That the item be reduced by £1.
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I take that course owing to the manner in
which the Commissioner has threatened cer-
taih members of the force by teiling them——

The CHAIRMAN: ‘Opder ! :

The Minister for Police: Whom has he
threatened ¥

Mr. SLEEMAN: I will tell the Minister
that if he will tell me what he will do with
the Commissioner if the threats are proved,

The CHAIRMAN : The hon. member must
not pursue that argument.

Mr, SLEEMAN: The Commissioner has
threatened officials of the Police Umion by
telling them that if they will not be guieter
he will put them in a place where they will
remain quiet. 'Will the Minister stand up to
tiat?

Amendment put and negatived.

Item—Chief Inspector, £550:

Hon, Sir JAMES MITCHEUL: The Chief
Inspector, who ought fo have nothing to do
Leyond the dvties of that position, also ad-
ministers liquor legislation and the Weights
and Meazsures Act. In any case, a salary of
£550 does not seem adequate to the duties of
the position of Chief Inspector. I believe
this is an excellent officer, as is every other
officer of the foree whom T know. Discipline
ust be maintained in a semi-military foree.
The discussion which has taken place can do
very little good.

The CHAIRMAN: The hon. member is
not in order in discussing that phase,

Hon, Sir JAMES MITCHELL: I hope
(ke Minister will make the position worth
more than £550. The Commissioner of Police
receives £1,000, which is not as muoch as many
other departmental heads are paid, and the
next salary is £430 below that.

Mr., MARSHALL : I agree with the
Leader of fthe Opposition. The Chief In-
spector of Police should not oceupy practi-
cally three positions, and his remuneration
is none too grent. The positions concerned
with liguor and weights and measures should
be held by other inspectors. No Chief In-
spector can remain in office for ever, and
when the present occupant of the office re-
tives there will be no officers experienced in
adininistering liguor legislation and the
Weighis and Measures Aect.

The MINISTER FOR POLICE: The
Chief Inspector still controls weights and
measures and licensing laws. The weights
and measures branch was formerly particu-
larly busy, and the Chief Inspector was
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given charge of it for the purpose of
organising it. He is now the nominal head
of it. The work is not what it was.

Horn. Sir James Mitchell: One man cannot
do all those jobs.

The MINTSTER FOR POLICE: A great
deal of detail work was needed to organise
ihe weights and measures section. Originally
it was a full-time job. I am assured by the
Commissioner that the Chief Inspector ean
carry on the work he pow has. I do not
know that there should be fancy jobs or
sine¢ures in the Police Dlepartment.

Mr. LAMOND: I hope the Minister will
give consideration to extending the present
limited powers of constables in the outer
stations, particularly in the North-West. [
rvefer especially to the power to hire motor
transport in cases of cinergeney. Last sum-
mer a prospector was lost B0 or 90 miles
from Port Hedland. It was reported o the
constable in charge of the station, with the
request that he should proceed to the man's
assistance. The post office was closed when
the report was received, and the constable
had to wait until 9 o'clock the next morning
hefore he could send a telegram to the police
inspector at Broome. He did not get the
necessary authorisation until about mid-day
and so 12 hours were lost before he could
leave to search for the man. At that peried
of the vear a delay of 12 hours might mean
all the difference between life and death.
The Minister gould well extend the power of
constables in the northern stations.

[Mr. Lutey took the Chair.]

The MINISTER FOR POLICE: I realise
the difficulties that arise in cireamstances
such as those ouflined by the hon. member,
T have had experience in the Police Depart-
ment, as well as in other departments, with
regard to ftravelling allowances. If great
care is not exercised, the travelling allow-
ances often amount to more than the salary
of an offiecer, particularly when motor cars
are hired on the mileage basis. In those eir-
cumstances it is almost impossible to control
the expenditure. I shalt go inio the guestion
to see whether diseretionary power can be
vested in constables in charge of stations
in the outback centres. At the same time,
I must stress the point that this is one of the
most difficult problermns that have to be dealt
with.

Vote put and passed.
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Department of Clild Welfare and Ouidoor
dtelief (Hon. I, Millington, Minister},

Vote-—~Child Welfare and Ouldoor ltelief.
L109,625

Hon, G. TAYLOR: Will ibe Minjster
give the Commiittee some deiails regarding
the improvement~ that have taken place
during the year.

The Premier: What is there new!?

Hon. G. TAYLOR : Last session we
passed a Bill that altered the whole po-i
tion. I have no complaint to make, but 1
would like to know it the position has been
more satisfaetory.

Mr. MARSHALL: 1 am certainly not
entirley salistied with the housing of the

Children’s Court, or of the department
generally.

The Minisier For Ausrieulinre: Neither
are we,

Mr. MARSHALL : There are wsther

departments that de net play any move
important part in the welfare of the Stale
than that now under disenssion. It i-
objeetionable to have women hanging round
an allev-wax such as exists in eonnection
- with the Children’s Court. Further than
that, the housing of the court itself is abom-
inable, Tt is said that in wet weather the
water rushe: in from the rear of the pre-
mises, and invades the various rooins, 1f that
iz so, the Minister should make every endeav-
our to secure prefercnce in the expenditure
of money that is avatlahle. Apart from that.
three wvears aze the Premier promized, by
way of interjection. that he wounld inerea:e
the amount of 9<. per weel: pavable to those
in charze of State childven. T am sorry to
say that that proiise bas not been carried
out.  The rate of 9s. prr week still con-
tinnes. Tn view of inereased expenditure in
various directions, T think the Government
could well increase that pavment. Those
who have children know how diffienlt it is
to feed amd clothe them on mueh more than
9s. per werk. TFoster parents who attend to
their charges properly, eannot brine their
expenses down within measurahle ilistanees
of 8s, per week. T wish to remind the Pre-
mier of his promise and T hope that he will
sce thot somefhine i done in the near future.

Ttem. Maintenance of children hoarded
out, £8,805:

Hon. G. TAYLOR: T am concerned abont
the number of illegitimate childven that hav

179:;

o be cared for by the State. 1 understand
tisat it costs practically £400 from (he time
the ehihl is taken over atter birth until it is
released from the control of the State. Can
the Minister give us any idea as to how
umiany ob tlese ehiidren are bemg ookerl
after by the State, and what that assistance
is eoting us!  From the reports of the
proceedings  in the Children's Cowt, I
understand that the number of illegitimate
children is inereasing tairly rapidly,

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULYTURE:
It has to be rcwembered that although th.
State accepts the responsibility, at the same
time we endeavour to place that responsi-
bility upon the proper shoulders wherever
possible.  ln addition to that, we arrange
for the adoption of many of the children.
Last year we arranged for over 100 adop-
tions and during the life of the department
over 1,000 adoptions have been arranged.
There is an impression, owing to figures
produced by one of the justices ol the rourt.
that al) illegitimates cost so mueh per an-
num until they hecome 1+ ov 15 vears ol
age.  Of coumrse, that is not so. In aill
instances the court makes every effort to
serure payment from the people respeonsible
for the npkeep of those in the institutions.
Although the population of the State i»
increasing, and although this year the ont-
door relief has inereased owing to the un-
employed—rvepresenting £5,716—the expen-
diture is kept within reasonable bounds. T¥
it were not closely watched, the expendifure
would increase considerably each year be-
canse of the increasing population.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL : The
Minister says this covers outdnor relief to
the unemplowed. Are there any other
charity  votes heside this one. Does this
cover the whole of the charpes?

The Minister for Aazrienlture:. There are
others.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL : Bud
this item is the one from which people are
fed?

The Minister for Agriculture: This i«
only outdoor relief; this is not the item for
witlows and their children.

Ton. Sir JAMES MITCHELL :  The
other dav T went with the member for Swan
iMr. Sampson) and saw the meals these
nnemploved men are gefting. T is certainly
it verv onod meal, eonsisting of woun, reat.
vewetables and sweets. But two meals a day
are not enonch fo sustain a man. e oucht
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to get more. 1f people eannot find work,
they hinve to be fed, and we ought to feed
them decently if we feed them at all. Twu
meal= n day are not enough. I am surprised
that this item should be so small and [ sug-
gest to the Minister that those men be giver
three meals a day.

M: Lindsay: Give them breaktfast in hed.

Hon. SBir JAMES MITCHELL: 1n every
British community it is the acecepted re<pon-
sibifity of’ the Guvernment to feed those who
cannot get work. T am convineed ithat two
meals a day are not suificient.

Mr. A. Wansbhrough: They will never ge
to work if yon provide them with three
meals a day.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: They
will work it thev ean get it, but they can-
not web work. They looked to me mizerable
men, miserable beeause they have been a
long time ont of work. There ave not many
men unwilling to work,

The Premier: A lot of them are not
physieally {it to do the work that is offering,
heavy work.

Hon. Siv JAMES MITCHELL: There
are sure to he some phvsical weaklings
amongst them, and some of them probably
are sick. But thev ought to be reasonably
well fed.

Mr. SAMPSON: T am sure the great
bulk of the moen do want work. Unfortun-
ately orchard work and in many instances
farm work will not return sufficient to pay
the basic wage. II was a good thing that
when unemplovment was at its worst money
was furnished fo the road boards to enable
work to be done. That work is now finished
and no further funds are available at pre-
sent. Althongh that work was in the natare
of relief, the men who desired fo take it
were required to have a union ticket, a very
unreasonable attitude on the part of the
Government. Thus T ecap understand that
there was a good deal of bitterness fell.
It is unfair that men should be com-
pelled to huv a union ticket at all, rezard-
less of whether they pay for it on terms
or not.

The CHATRMAN: The hon. member must
deal with the item.

Hon. Sir James Mitehell: The men are
impoverished by having to buv those tickets.

Mr. SAMPSON: The meals are wonder-
ful value for sixpenee. T regret that it is
necessary to provide meals for men, es-
pecially in view of the large area of un-
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utilised lund and the opportunities that exist
fur work in this State.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: I should
like to hear from the Minister that at least
he will leck into this matter,

The PREMIER: A greater measure of
relief is being given now than ever before.

Hou. Rir James Mitchell: There is greater
need for it

The PREMIER: XNot individually. The
men are getling two sixpenny meals and
that is something never given before to
single men. It is the first time anything
has ever heen given to single men. In the
past they were not even given a penny bun.

Hon. Sir James Mitehell: Perlbaps they
did not need it.

The PREMIER:
they did need it.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: They were not.

The PREMIER: T know the facis.

Hon. 8ir James Mitchell: What did
U'nderwogd say? “Get out and get work.”

The PREMIER: T1f the hon. member
wants to go back 15 years to the soup kit-
chen, T do not intend to do so. I am not
reflecting om the general body of unem-
ployed, but if we make things too comfort-
able hy giving three meals and a bed, we
shall never get some of them out of the
city,

Tlon. Sir James Mitchell: But if there is
work for them to go to?

The PREMIER: A lot of the men ecan-
not do the work. They cannot do pick and
shovel work on the roads. There are no
licht jobs in the country. All the work is
pretty beavy, except perhaps that on the
farms.

Mr. Sampson: Many of them are hard-
working men.

The PREMIER: Manv of them are
willing, but they cannot do lahorious work.

Hon. G. Taylor: They are not accustomed
to it.

The PREMIER: Some of them, not a
great number, think of nothing else but the
sixpenny meals.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: Some may do
an, but that does not refer to many of
them.

The PREMIER: T think
treated pretty generously.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: Tf thev cannot
et work they must be fed.

The PREMIER: Well, the hon. memher
did not feed them when he was in office.

They were here and

they are
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Hon. Sir James Mitehell: They were in
work.

The PREMIER: They were not. The
hon. member religiously refused to give
any relief to single men, but now single
men are getting two meals a day. There
may be a greater namber now than in the
hon. member’s time, but there were some
then,

Hon. Sir James Mitehell:
yau what we did.

The PREMIER: I know ali about it.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: Not better than
| do.

The PREMIER: I have made inquiries
and I know the hon. member did not give
meals to single wen, that is unless I bhave
been wrongly informed by all the officers
of the department.

Mr, Kenneally: Those who were on de-
putations koow it fo be a fact because he
refused to do it.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: T shall have
something to say about demonstrations as
well as deputations.

The PREMIER : There is notling to ¢om-
plain about regarding the sustenance the
single men sre getting. It could be bet-
ter; they could get three meals a day aml
three good meals, but it s the taxpayers’
money, and too muech generosity towards
single men iz only an encouragement for
them to hang around the city. Many of
the men now getting meals have been sent
to work in the country, have been out a
few weeks and have them returned. Is it
contended that we should give them three
meals a day out of the taxpayers’ money?
That certainly would be an incentive for
them not to remain in the country. T as-
sure the hon. member that many who could
not find work but for whom work was
found in the country are back in the city.
They say, perhaps rightly, that they were
gent to do clearing, that they were not
geeustomed to the work and could not earn
wages. If an inferior man undertakes con-
tract clearing at a price that will give an
average workman a fair wage, the inferior
man will have to be content with what he

I shall tell

ean earn.
Mr. Sampson: That is a new prineiple.
The PREMIER: 1t is not a new prin-

cipla.
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Mr. Sampson: 1i bhas never been recog-
nised by the courts.

The PREMIER: Would the hon. mem-
ber retain in his employ a man who eould
not earn the wages?

Mr. Lindsay: It is the only principle on
which we cap build up the agrieultural in-
dustry.

The PREMIER: It is not a pew prin-
elple. Assume that elearing is offered at
30s. per sere and that it represents a good
price. Some sen eould make good wages
out of it, while some could not make £2
a week.

Hen. Sir James Mitehell: You cannot
pay a man more than he can earm,

The PREMIER: Bot when they cannot
make wages they say they are entitled to
throw np the job and get relict from the
Government. Should we enconrage that
kind of thing? That has happered in re-
cent months, Some men capnot do any
kind of heavy work—it is not their fault-—
but there are no light jobs offering. ¥f a
man takes contract work and cannot eam
the fall wage, although the rate is a fair
one, he will have to be content with what
he is able to earn. If he throws up the
job beeaunse he cannot earn as much gs a
qualified workman, in the hope of getling
three meals & day out of the taxpayers’
money, well, T cannot throw away the tax-
payers’ money like that.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: When 1
was m office we did not feed single men so
long as there was work for them in the coun-
try. The Government are not going to feed
men when there is work for them to do.

The Premier: There were many times
when there was no work for them to do.

Hen. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: There
were many times when they raked up what
they called 700 nnemploved. ] asked them
to vegister with the department and we got
perhaps 150 men, who were seni straight
away to work.

The Minister for Agricultural Water Sup-
plies: You got 1,400 registrations in July,
1822,

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: I was
away then. The hon. member helped to re-
gister them, but when I came back there
were not 1,400, Tho very first day I was
back Senator Needbam came to me and 1
aaid, “Give me the names and I will gsend
them straight out to work.” There may have
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-been 1,400 registrations, but there were not
1,400 men needing work.

The Minister for Agrieuliural Water Sup-
plies: They captured a train and came
straight back to Perth.

The Minister for Mines: Some of them
.did not know where they had to go.

Hon, Sir JAMES MITCHELL: The
union took a considerable interest in the
matter by advertising for unemployed and
.was very active in cansing trouble.

The Minister for Agrieultural Water Sup-
plies: The people you refer to as the union
did a considerabic amount of good work in
collecting money from private people to feed
the unemployed.

- Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL:
lately.

The Minister for Agrienltnral Water Sup-
plies: No, at the time.

Hon, Sir JAMES MITCHELL: I am not
aware of that. I know that at the time men
were encouraged to come from the country
{o the city to take bread out of the mouths
of the married men in Perth.

The Minister for Agricultaral Water Sup-
plies: We endeavoured to push them out
into the country.

Hon, Sir JAMES MITCHELL: The less
said by the Minister about that time, the
hetter. Senator Needham said, “We will
have a demonstration.” T replied, “If youn
have that, I shall walk out;” and there was
no demonstration.

The Premier: There has never been a timo
when the Trades Hall helped the unem-
ployed more.

Hon, Sir JAMES MITCHELL:
are not many demonstrations now.

The Premier: The Trades Hall have col-
lected large sums of money, and the unions
have contributed heavily.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: I refer
to the way in which they were acting in
those days. They always had about four
times as many men out of work as we found
when we wanted to send them to the coun-
try.

The Premier: A lot of them come to my
office every day to complain, and they com-
plain only about the meals; they want more
meals,

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: I have
seen very fine men around Northam, and
they go from farm to farm looking for work
and get fed by the farmers., Bul they have

Just

There
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ho chance of getting work, because lhere is
no work for them to do. .

The Premier: The position was bad a liltle
while ago, but the men are out harvesting
now.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELIL: But a
few weeks ago they were not. A great many
of them were coming round asking for food,
which is pitiable to see.

The Premier: It is still more pitiable that
three or four thousand foveigners should be
employed while our own people ave walking
abont looking for work. During the last
three vears 6,000 foreigners have been em-
ployed.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: But
many of them have been for years on the
goldfields. Some of the mines, it was said,
were manned entively by foreigners,

The Premier: Many of them are on the

goldfields yet. .

"Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Miny of
them are good men, and naturalised.

The Premier: Not many of them are nar-
uralised. Of course some of the old mining
hands are,

Mr., Chesson: The percentage naturalised
is very small.

The Minister for Mines: I have drawn
attention fo the number of foreigners em-
ploved at Gwalia, and I have received an
assurance that any Britisher who comes along
shall get preference. I have been informed
by the mine employees that that is being
carried out.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Foreign-
ers must have the right to work, having been
employed on the goldfields for many years.

The Premier: But we should give prefer-
enee to our own people,

The CHAIRMAN: I think hon. members
had better adhere to the item.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: The Pre-
mier said that much of the unemployment
was due to foreigners having ecome in during
ihe last two years.

The Premier: The last three years.

Hon, Sir JAMES MITCHELL: No doubt
{hat has made a difference. If there is no
work for men and if we are feeding them,
there iz no reason why we should not give
them enough food.

The Premier : The men getting meal
tickets are unmarried men. The married
men are receiving sustenanee,

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL : Many of
those men are quite unfit for work. No one
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would employ a man for long paying him
wore than he can earn.

The Premier: The 400 odd men sent to
Torrestania to clear roads are all doing well,
but of course they were picked more or less.

IIon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: We do
want to see everybody at work, but if men
ure not at work they ought to have enough
1o eat.

The Premier : If some men could get
enough to eat without working, they would
never work,

Hon., Sir JAMES MITCHELL: That is
a common complaint. I think we are none
of us too keen on work. We are all born
with a perfect willingness to take things
easy.

The Premier: A sense of manhood pro-
tects most people. They would rather have
work than charity.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: In many
of these men ambition is dead, and they are
willing to fake things easy, especially where
life is pleasanter than it is in the eountry.

Mr. SAMPSON : Reference has been made
to the freatment of single men in 1923, The
men who were then out of work did reeeive
a limited amount of help.

Mr. Chesson: Very limited.

Mr. SAMPSON: The men were carefully
checked as to whether they were prepared to
accept work if offered. In many cases they
were given railway tickets to enable them to
go to the country. If a man failed to do
what his physique enabled him to do, he was
given no meals whaterer. I do not think any
member of this Chamber would support the
provision of meal tickets for those who ean
work and will not. I am sure, however, that
the great majority of the men are keen on
obtaining work.

The CHATRMAN: I do not want a gen-
eral discussion.

Mr. SAMPSON: I wish to reply to a
statement made by the Minister for Mines.
Tt was that a man in my office would not be
paid any more than he was worth. If a man
is employed in a trade, he must be paid what
the award preseribes. The Premier says men
have to be eontent with what they ean earn.
Even that statement is not correct, becanse
if a man canpot earn the basic wage he is
rot employed.

The CHATRMAN:
ciscussion to continue.

Mr. SAMPSON: The position is always
difficnlt in winter, and I am sure sympathy
is with the unemployed. At the same time

I do not wish this
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I will not stand for the provision of mesls
for those who can work and will not.

Item, Outdoor Relief, including services
incidental thereto, ete,, £10,230:

Hon, G. TAYLOR: Why have we the un-
employed ¥ The Premier gave one good
rcason. However, wages are set at a certain
ligure, and all men looking for work muost
get those wages. A great proportion of the
unemployed are not able to earn the wages,
and consequently are not offered work.
1E they are offered work and cannot give
the necessary return for the money avail-
able, they are dismissed, or they Ileave.
Under the exisling system of demanding
a high basie wage to be paid irrespective of

A man’s eapacity to undertake the work re-

quired of him, there must be increased un-
employment. Men can expeet to get only
what they can earn. On the other hand if
a man were able to work sufficienfly well
to earn £3 a weck, he cannot have that
opportunity because of the ruling basic
wage,

Miss Holman : Many of the timber workers
eannof earn as much as the basic wage at
the present time.

Hon, G. TAYLOR: T do not objeet to
the bhasic wage for men who can earn it, but
there are many men who cannot do so. Men
of that Lype, should they take on work, find
that they eannot do it, and they come back
on to the lahour market in Perth and expeect
to get three meals a day. There are many
who are willing to work, but their physique
is against them. Tt was appalling to see
some of the men who were put on the tram-
way relaying work in the snburb where 1
live. They had been ill fed and were really
not capable of doing the work, but they
strugeled on and were soon able to make
a good showing.

The Minister for Agriculture: That ap-
plies to all navvying in such eircumstances.

Hon. G. TAYLOR: The point I want to
make is that no country ean carry people
who cannot earn their wages, I advocate
hich wages for men who ecan earn them.
but all men are not in a position o do so.
Many are willing. but as they cannot earn
the hasic wage, they are deprived of the
right to earn e less amount. I think the
Premier was quite right when he said that
he would not provide a man with three meals
a day, when there was work offering that
was snitable for that individual.
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Vote put and passed.

Votes—Public Utilities: Aborigines’ Cattle
Station (Moolg Bulla), £5,317; Aborigines’
Cuttle Station (dven Valley), £1,841; Al-
bany Cold Siares, £1,060; Goldfields Water
Supply Undertaking, £112,032; Kolgoorlie
Abattoirs, £2393; Metropolitan Abaticirs
and Saleyards, £1,56-f—agreed to.

Vote—Metropolitan Water Supply, Sew-
erage, and Drainage Department, £146,188:

Mr, SAMPSON: On previous oceasions
references have been made to the policy of
the Government in regard to the resumption
ef land for ecatchment purposes. When |
was in England recently, I inspected the
water filtration beds used in conneetion with
the water supply for York. The water is
taken from the River Ouse and passes
through the filiration beds into the reser-
rair. Thoroughly good water is obtained in
that way. I would like to ask the Minister
whether consideration hns been given to the
tfoption of a similar policy in Western
.=ustralia so that instead of resuming, as
at present, some of the best type of land
for catehment purposes, it wounld be possible,
hy providing filtration beds, to obviate the
withholding of vast areas of country from
cullivation. 1 believe the policy is wrong
and the longer it is continned, the greater
will be the area required for water eateh-
ment purposes.

Ttem—Engineer Water Supply, Sewerage
and Drainage, Mefropolitan Area, £960:

Mr. SAMPSON: I want todraw the atten-
tion of the Minister to the unfair treatment
of n settler in the Armadale distriet, whose
holding is on the sonthern hranch of the
Wongong Brook. The departmental scheme
has been responsible for a material diminu-
tion of the flow in the brook to this settler’s
property, and in ¢onsequence he has had to
put down a well and erect a windmill. This
settler, a Mr. Marah, has lived in the district
for over 30 years; indeed, I think he was
horn there. Mr. Marsh makes his living by
the depasturing of stoek on s holding, and
the diminution of the water in {he brook has
serionsly interfered with his operations.
Unlesa he has sufficient water, his stoek ean-
not be depastured, and so to make good the
supply of water, reduced by the depart-
mental scheme, he has had to sink a well
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utid ereet a mill and troughs. When a man
has suffercd a Joss swch as that, he should be
compensated.

The Premier: We will look into it.

Mr. SAMPSON: The department ha.
locked into it already and ruled that compen-
sation eannot be paid. If Mr. Marsh bas to
fight a case in couri before he can secure
compensation, it will be o grave reflection on
the Government. I should be grateful if the
Minister for Works would put aside the legal
aspect of this thing and treat it from the
staudpoint of what is reasonable eompen-
gation.

The MINISTER ¥FOR WORKS: At no
time has the department taken all the water
from the Wangong Brook, although we bave
the legal right to take the whole of it if we
like.

Mr. Davy: And pay nothing?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Yes. Out
ol eonsideration for the settlers lower down
we have always allowed water to run down
the brook. Al we¢ have done at Wongong
is put in pipe-head dams with walls aboul
3ft. 6 inehes high to {rain the siream, and
water is taken for only a portion of the
year. In each of the schemes investigated by
the Lingineer-in-Chief—Churehman’s Brook,
Wongong nnd Canning—he has allowed to
go down ibe sireams quactities of water
equal to the supplies that went down before
the department erccted its dams.

Mr. Sampson: There eould not be the
sume flow os previously.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Nearly
the same flow. Ouly during part of the year
ifo we take any water.

Mr. Davy: Tf you take a pipe-full it must
diminish the supply seriously.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: We do
not take half a pipe.

Mr. Davy: Well, half a pipe would make
a difference.

The MINISTER FOR WOREKS: The
wall backs up s certain quantity ef water,
but some has dlways been allowed to go
down to meet the requiremeniz of settlers
lower down the river. As the metropolitan
area grows and the demand for water im-
creases, we shall require not only all the
water from Canning, Churchman’s Brook
and Wongong Brool:, but shall have to take
the water of the Serpentine, and within a
deeade or two we shall probably have to
draw on the water of the Murray.
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Mr., Sawpson: As an aet of grace you
should pay this man,

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: If we
once started to pay on that basis there is no
telling where it would end. The department
ha~ dune well in its eiforts to meet the re-
quirements of the settlers. I do not think
any part of .Australia, much less of West
Australia, has reached the stage when it
can adopt the fillration process. We have so
many millions of broad acres and the cost of
the fitration process would be prohibitive.

The CHAIRMAN: The Minister is open-
ing up a wide discussion.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: T didl
not want to deal with it; T am merely re-
plying to a question. There is no possi-
bility of the department’s undertaking
filtration, T should say, for the next 50 years,
as ngainst the policy of hig catchment areas.
The Engineer for Water Supplies is on long
service leave in England and is aequainting
himself with the practice there,

Mr. SAMPSON: T am endeavouring to
obtain from the Water Supply Board of
York, England, particulars of the practice
there. In view of the small staff engaged
at its waterworks, the guestion might well
be considered here. The complaint of Mr.
Marsh is no reflection on the Minister, but
it is a grave reflection on the immorality of
governmental activity that such a thing ean
happen, and that the Government can dis-
claim responsibility and refuse to pay eom-
pensation.

The Minister for Agrieultural Water
Supplies: How would you remedy it?

Mr. SAMPSON: By assessing the dam-
age and paying compensation. Because the
man does not want to go to court, the Gov-
ernment shonld noi adopt a bullying and
inequitable attitude, The people of Perth
must have water, but in such cirenmstances
they should compensate the owners of land.
Mr. Marsh’s letter dated the 29th Qectober,
1928, reads—

I am writing this letter to inform you how
the Government have treated me since they
started taking the water from the Wongong
Brook to Perth early in Febrnary, 1926. I had
no water for my stock during the rest of that
summer. T saw the Water Sepply Dopartment
and was informed that there would be no
shortage of water again. 1 am enclesing a
list to let you know when it ran and when it
stopped. Owing to its being so irregular,
I was compelled to sink a well and erect a wind-
mill tank and trougbs. I put in a claim for
£150 to the Water Supply Department and

1789

the answer I got was thal they accept no
responsibility.

I need not cite justice and liberty and all
that, but such is the treatment a citizen can
get and the department accept no responsi-
bility. AMr. Marsh states that the water
stopped on the 1st December, 1926, and ran
again on 23rd. It stopped on the 7th Feb-
rnary, 1927, and ran again on the 10th. It
stopped on the 1ith April, and ran again
on the 22nd. It stopped on the 19th De-
vember, and ran again on the 24th. It
stopped again on the 25th December, and
ran again on the 10th January. How would
the stock get on in the meantime? Then
the water stopped once more on the 10th
Janunary, and did not run again till the 1st
February. It stopped on the 4th February,
and ran on the 10th. It stopped on the
21st February, and ran on the 2nd Mareh.
[t stopped on the 4th March, and ran on
the 8th April. It stopped on the 13th
April, and ran again on the 13th.

The Minister for Works: Does he stafe
on which days it rained during that period?
The department do not eontrol the weather.

Mr. SAMPSON: In the summer the
water is desired by the department. This
is a statement that has been carefuily com-
piled by my constituent.

The Minister for Works: It was a dry
summer, and the streams did not run as well
as usunal.

Mr. SAMPSON:
shown to this man.

The DMinister for Agricultural
Supplies: It shall be shown.

Mr, SAMPSON: That means compensa-
tion.

Hon. G, TAYLOR: Is the engineer for
water supply, sewerage and drainage in the
metropolitan area, the man who draws the
plans and specifications, and under whose
supervision surveys are made, for the
sewerage of Perth?

The Minister for Works: I understand
your place is connected.

Hon. G. TAYLOR: No. The Minister's
men were there months ago taking surveys
and levels, but nothing has been done. I
see here a recoup for services rendered by
engineers.

The MINTSTER FOR WORKS: I do
not know whether the area referred to by
the hon. member has been authorised. T
think that area was authorised the other
day. However, the matter is applicable to

Fairness should be

Water
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Loan Estimates. The law requires thai
there should be advertisements for a ecer-
tain period. T was told that the district the
hon. member has in mind had been finished,
but my information must he incorrect. T
will Jook into the matter.

Vote put and passed.

Vote — Other Hydraulic Undertakings
chargeable 1o revenue, £30,300:

Mr. GRIFFITHS: I have a small com-
plaint to make regarding this vote. In the
Totadjin area, whieh is supplied from tic
Belka extension, the pecple are rated at so
much per acre. They complain that while
the first rate includes overhead charges, they
are charged 6s. 8d. per thousand for excess
water, while at Hine’s Hill Seuth the charge
for excess water is only 2s. 6d. They con-
tend that the excess water should be charged
at the first rate. The Minister for Agrieul-
ture heard complzints regavrding this on the
field day at Merredin, and said he would o
into the matter upon his return to Perti.

Vote put and passed.

Vote—Perth City Markets £788—agreed
to.

Department of Railways, Tramways, and
Electricity Supply {(Hon, J. €. Willcock,
Minister).

Vote—IHailways, Tramways, end FElec-

tricity Supply, £3,594,000;

MR. SAMPSON (Swan) [11.58]:
not wisk to speak before the Minister.

The Minister for Railways: Proceed.

Mr. SBAMPSON: I desire to pay a tribute
to the gentleman who has acted as Commis-
sioner of Railways for the past seven years.
In Colonel Pope we had not only an efficient
man, but one who was very popular, anid
regarded very highly both in and out of the
service. It is a matter for extreme regret
that his health has broken down to such an
extent as to make him unable to continue
his work. The splendid manner in which
he discharged his duties will not be for-
gotten. His adininistration of the railways
wag such as to cause flattering comment, 1
venture o hope that it will be possible to
secure a successor from within the service.
We are too prone to look abroad for officers,
failing to note the good men at hand, men
who have been educated and developed in the
service, There are peculiarities and difficul-

I do
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ties connected with every railway system
which are best mastered by {hose who have
had a long experience in it. I do not desire
to refer to any particular railway officer who
has been appointed to take charge of any
one of the railway systems in the Eastern
States. My mere reference to that subject
will remind members that men who have
been brought from overseas are not invari-
ably the best qualified to carry out sueh work
in Australia, T have little doubt that the
Minister for Railways will give consideration
to the officers aiready in the serviee of this
State, when considering the appointment of
Colonel Pope's snecessor. My experience
prompts me to believe that in every industry
the best men are those who have grown up
in those industries, and T think T am safe
in assaming that the same principle will
apply in connection with our railways. Men
of vepute in railway working may be
brought from Canada, England, or the
Tnited States and may be very good men at
their work, but it must be remembered that
the methods employed in other countries are
not similar to those operating in Australia,
and eonsequently muech of their knowledge
is not applicable to conditions throughout the
Commonwealth. On the other hand, men ac-
gquainted with raibway work here will know
the weaknesses, difficalties and peeculiarities
of our system. It seems to me that if men
who are in the running for the highest post
In conneetion with our railways are energetie
and ambitious, as we would expect such men
to be, they would be keen on securing all
the latest railway literature and thus keep
in fouch with the most recent developments
tbroughout the world. Men of that deserip-
tion would, I am sure, prove ta be better
than the majority of those who could be
bronght from overseas. I understand the
Minister does infend to scleet a man from
within the serviee if it is at all possible. i
would like to hear a definite pronouneement
from him on that subject. Tt will be con-
ceded that our railway serviee is a very gooi
one, and the faet that therc is contentment
throughout is a striking commendation of the
good work of Colonel Pope and also of the
manner in which the Minister himself has
carried ont his part of the task.

MR. J. H. SMITH {Nelson} [12.4]: The
number of derailments that have ocenrred
within recent times is rather alarming, Has
the Minister been able to arrive at a solution
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of the difficuity? Has he satisfied himself
a5 to the canses of the derailments? I notice
that on each ocecasion railway offieials have
proceeded to the scene of the accidents, but
T have not noticed any report as to their
indings. In my opinion the explanation is
te be found in the fact that the railway sys-
tem is being starved.

The Minister for Railways: That is not so.

Mr. J. H, SMITH: At Kirup and Noonans
ke sleepers are not in a good condition. In
fact, I think the Government should proceed
more expeditiously with the re-laying and
re-sleepering of the railway tracks through-
out the State.

The Minister for Railways : We have
already spent a lot of money in that diree-
fion.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: And there is room for
the expenditure of much more money. At
present the timber industry is in a bad way,
and a lot of men are out of work. It would
pay the Government to thoroughly investi-
gate the condition of the tracks. At Noonans
the sleepers were in a very bad state. I do
ot know what the position is at other centres
where the aceidents took place. When people
kave asked me what, in my opinion, was the
veason for such a succession of derailments,
i have pointed to the condition of the sleep-
ers. In my opinion the position is rather
alarming. I presume that the Minister has
had reports dealing with these matters and
I trust he will give us some information. On
previous occasions I have spoken about the
condition of stations and railway buildings
generally.  The Minister would be well ad-
vised to give the buildings a eoat of paint
vecasionally and help to preserve them. That
applies to the railway buildings throughout
the State. Another matter I would refer to
is the position at Manjimup, which is a busy
centre. No adequate platform is provided.
[ understand there is some ditficulty in deter-
mining on which side of the line the plat-
form should be constructed. It is a wonder
that serious accidents have not ocenrred
there, becanse people have to descend from
the carriages while shunting is goinz on
alongside. [ hope the Minister will have
Lhis matter looked into and that he will erect
a platform and station buildings at
Manjimup. We realise that the railways
represent a large concern and it is the duty
of the Commissioner to make the service pay.
That has been done by Colonel Pope. The
scrvice provided is a good one, and we have
nothing to eomplain about on that score.
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Colonel Pope has done his best to meet all
requests made to him and to provide the
best service possible. There is a lot to be
done in eonnection with buildings, yards and
additional accommodation thronghount the
South-West. The Commissioner has a hard
task before him because the Minister desires
the railways to meet the interest and sinking
fund charges. I hope that will not be done
at the expense of the safety of the general
public or to the disadvantage of the pro-
ducers.

"MB. LINDSAY (Toodyay) [12.8}: 1 have
a few requests to make to the Minister.
At the ouiset I would like to acknowledge
that the Railway Department bas extended
to me morc consideration than has any
other department, Tf 1 write to the Com-
missioner of Railways or his officers, T
always receive an acknowledgment and later
on 2 reply to my communication. That is
of great ussistance to a member of Parlia-
ment, because it enables him to forward
the acknowledgment to the people on whose
behalf he has acted, and later on he can
furnish them with the departmental reply
to his ingquiries. Although it may not always
be possible to get all we desire, the Com-
missioner does his hest to meet us.  On=
of the requests I have to make is for more
trucking vards. I know that the depari-
ment can provide a certain number only
each vear, but in some of the agricultural
districts where the farmers are going in
for stock, great difficulty is experienced in
gravelling the stock for miles in order to
truck them to market. Anocther diffieulty
experienced at many centres arises from the
fact that the railway stations have heen
constructed on the wrong side of the line.
In my electorate there is only one station
or siding, perbaps two, where the station
and bnildings are on the same side of the
line as the town. Consequently, people are
forced to make their way through lines of
trucls to get to the station. I am not going
to ask for the construction of any ramp.
berause in my opinion ramps are unneces-
sary.

Mr. J. H. Smith: That is to say, in vour
electorate.

Mr, LINDSAY: In other parts of the
world the provision of ramps has been dis-
pensed with. There should be some re-
organisation of the railway yard at Wyal-
eatchem, and the railway buildings should
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be put on the proper side of the line, I
hope the difliculiies we have encountered up
to date will not be perpetuated in the con-
struction of future stations and sidings. For
two years past I have been trying to get
a trueking yard put in at Mandiga, but with-
out suceess. I compliment the Minister
upon controlling the best department in the
State for the handling of correspondence,

Mr. Griffiths: What about the Premier’s
department?

Mr, LINDSAY: That is the worst of the
lot. Whenever I have occasion to write to
the Railway Department, the department
always acknowledge the letter promptly, and
within a reasonable time reply to it.

THE MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS
(Hon. J. C. Willeoek—Geraldton) [12.13]:
T should not like the Railway Estimates to
go through without reference being made
te the Commissioner, Colonel Pope, who un-
fortunately through ill-health has resigmed,
Colonel Pope has placed Western Australia
under a debit of obligation to him for the
capable manner in which he has carvied on
the Railways.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: T hope it will
be recognised in the pension granted to
him,

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: Yes,
in that respeet he has been treated in a
manner that he and bis family regard as
liberal. When Colonel Pope beecame Com-
missioner, the railway system was not pay-
ing. Primary production was below normal
because of the war taking our manhood
away from us, but a vigorous policy cal-
culated to incresse primary production
was embarked upon by the then Govern-
ment and, naturally, that favourably affec-
ted the Railway finances. But with the
slightest laxity in the adminisiration of the
Railways, not only would the position have
failed to improve, but it mighi even have
retrogressed. However, with careful super-
vision and the knowledge he had gained
during 30 vears’ service in the Railwaye,
Colonel Pope was able to exercise a tight
grip over outgoings, and with the increased
business bronght about by the Government
poliey of inereased produection, he was able
to build up the finanecial position of the
Railwavs and that, of course was reflected
in the improved position of the State
finances; because the deficits with which
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the State was regularly faced in thosc
days consisted largely of Railway deficits.
It would not be right or just if in dealing
with the Railway Estimates the occasion
were atlowed to pass without a tribute
being paid to the man primarily and chiefly
responsible for the suceessful mwanner iu
which the Railway finances have been
brought up to their present satisfactory
condition.  Whoever may follow Colonel
Pope as Commissioner of Railways, if hc
continues the line of organisation that
Colonel Pope so successfully laid down, po
great harm can come to the system, Fol-
lowing on what the member for Swan said,
I hardly think any Government would be
justified in making an alteration in the
settled policy of appointing men from
within the Government service to important
positions in the varions departments. That
gvstem has proved very successful and, as
I say, an amendment of it would searcely be
justified.  Therefore the Government will
give every consideration to officers in the
service before they think of looking to other
parts of the world for Colonel Pope’s sue-
CES50T.

Hon. Sir James Mitehell: The Govern-
ment would have a rough time if they fol-
lowed any other course.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
Yes, no doubt the Government would. The
appeintment has to be confirmed by Parlia-
ment, and I should not care to have the duty
of reporting to this House that we had
appointed to fill the vacancy somebody from
America or elsewhere. In the personnel of
the railway service I am sure we have more
than one man who would be able to take
over the position vacated by Colonel Pope.

Hon. Sir James Mitehell: Tt is a well
organised staff and is doing excellent work.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
Yes, it is doing excellent work. One of the
outstanding features of Colonel Pope's ad-
ministration was that he searched the whole
service when he was looking for a man for
a partieular job. He always picked his man
for a responsible position, and in his hands
the system proved perfectly successful,
showing that Colonel Pope was a good
judge of men. I do not think there need
he any fear of our having to go outside the
State for the Colonel's suceessor. It is one
of the most important positions in the life
of the community, and it will not be filled
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without full and complete consideration.
As I say, I feel confident that we shall be
able to get within the service an officer who
can fill the position to the satisfaction of
everybody concerned.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: Whoever he
may be, his ability fo keep down expendi-
ture will be a recommendation,

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
Yes. Taking the whole of the officials, |
may say I have not had oceasion to eriti-
cise them for putting up unwarranted ex-
penditure. It is unforfunate that we have
only a certain amount for expenditure from
loan each year, and it is diffieult fo
zelect out of the good things put up hy the
oflicers, those warranting final approval.
There are many methods of spending loan
money, but in the railway service il
is recognised that only something that
will help the Railways to increase the pro-
duction of wealth or will give facilities
to enable people the better to handle
their produece is worthy of adoption.
For instance, it is the desire of the adminis-
trative stafi to provide trucking yards rather
than an elaborate station huilding or any-
thing of that kind. The member for Toodyay
knows that we desire to give reasonable
facilities in the way of a station building to
the people of Wyalkatehem. They considered
it was necessary to have something much
more elaborate than the department was pre-
pared to supply, and consequently they will
have to wait for station buildings until hetter
times come. It is generally recognised hy
railway officers that facilities such as siding
accommodation to averi long-distance eart-
ing, trucking yards, and convenjences for
handling wheat, etc., should have prior econ-
sideration, and requests for such faeilities
are received with much more enthusiasm than
are requests for eonveniences that are not an
absolute necessity. I assure the member for
Nelson that a thorough inquiry has been
made into the recent derailments. It is
rather unfortunate and coincidental that four
deratlments should have oecurred within a
comparatively short space of time, but I
amm assured that the certificate given in tho
Railway report that the lines are maintainerd
in a proper state is absolutely correct.

Hon. Sir James DMitchell: 1 think we are
trying to run our trains too fast on some of
the light lines, particularly in the South-
TWest during the wet weather.
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The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: We
do not attempt to run fast trains, and we are
gradually bringing the lines up to standard.
Lines are being ballasted and a lot of relay-
ing is going on, while heavy rails are heing
pnt in at verions points. One derailwent,
brtween Wyalkatchem and Merredin, was due
to the fact that relaying was in hand at the
time. The ballast was removed and it was
expected that the relaying could be pro-
cceded with in a few days, but heavy rains
fell and softened the ground and that con-
tributed to the aceident. I have had reports
from the district engineers, as well as from
the Chief Engineer for Existing Lines, Mr.
Cresswell, who is always moving about and
who takes a close persopal interest in the
matter, and [ am advised that there is no
canse for misgiving. We have been told that
some of the station buildings are in need of
a coat of paint. Greater attention is being
devoted to the permaneat way than to work
of that kind. Vhile we desire to preserve the
asset by keeping the station buildings in
good order, we shall not do it at the ex-
pense of the permanent way or at the ex-
pense of the publie.

My, J. H. Smith: I would not ask you to
de that,

{Mr. Panton took the Chair.]

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
Throughout the administration there is a
general desire to do the necessary things
rather than go in for ornamentation.

My, Griffiths: The splashing on of a bit
of paint would preserve the woodwork on
many stations.

The MINISTER FOR RAILAWAYS: That
iz done, and though renovation work at some
places may fall a little behind, maintenance
generally has received attention. Reference
bhas been made to the need for trucking
yards. The activity of the Minister for Ag-
rieultural Water Supplies in  providing
water in the agricullural arcas must be fol-
lowed by the provision ef more trucking
yards, 1t would he idle to advise the far-
wers to earry sheep in order to increase the
production of wealth if we were not pre-
pared to supply the necessary facilities to
enable the stock to be handled. This year I
hope to diveri some expenditure in that di-
rection.  Considerakly more money is being
provided for improvements and the work of
constructing sidinge and trucking yards,
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which are so necessary and which there is so
much encouragement for us to construet, will
find an important place in the programme,
When we increase the number of sheep in
the State by a million in the course of one
year, we cannot expect to deal with the in-
creased nuwber with the same trucking
facilities. Wherever it is proved thaf such
faeilities are required, I am anxious that the
money shall be found to provide them, thus
encouraging the settlers to run sheep and in-
crease the production of wealth.

Mr. Griffiths: I want a eouple of them.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: The
member for Toodyay is erying out for suech
Tacilities.

Mr. Griffiths: Bodalling needs them.

The MINISTER FOR RATLWAYS: And
Wongan Hills needs them. A considerable
area is under crop there and a pipe from
the goldfields main stretches out to the north
fapping ideal country for sheep, and so
trucking yards must be provided.  There
has been no adverse criticism of the depart-
ment, The railways of this State bave a
big job. I suppose we could spend millions
of pounds to increase the Facilities and eon-
veniences, but we prefer to do those things
that ave ahsolutely essential for the produe-
tion of wealth, and leave the less necessary
items to await their turn.

Mr. Sampson: Are you providing any re-
frigerator cars for the carriage of fruit?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: We
are providing 50 louvred vans.

Mr. J. H. Smith: I hope they will be re-
served for fruit this year.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: 1
agree with the hon, member in that. I think
we shall be able to give much greater safis-
faction than was given last year, when we
bad to seratch for trucks in order to handle
other necessary trade. The louvred vans will
be reserved particularly for export fruit,
and by having ventilated tracks available, it
should be possible to get the fruit on board
ship in the best possible condition.

Mr. J. H. Smith: It seems as if we shall
have an enormous crop this year.

The MINISTER TFOR RAILWAYS:
That is so. We shall have this year about
60 wagons more than were available in the
immedialely preceding years.

Alr. GRIFFITHS: On the jtem “Commis-
sioner of Railways”
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The CHATRMAN: There is no item for
the Commisioner of Railways, He comes
under a special Act.

Mr. GRIFFITHS : Then I shall speak on
the next item.

Item—S8ecretary of Railways: £900.

Mr. GRIFFITHS: I felt sorry that the
Minister did not make a speech to introduce
the Estimates, but he bas repaired the omis-
sion by his reply.

The CHAIRMAN: That has nothing to
do with the salary of the secretary.

Mr. GRIFFITHS: I am glad the Minister
took an opportunity to express the feelings
of members generally towards the ex-Com-
missioner and to eommend the secretary and
management.

The CHAIRMAN: The hon. member can
deal with the secretary’s salary, but he can-
not get around my ruling in that way.

Mr. GRIFFITHS: That is all I have to
88Y.

Item—Contingencies, including stores
and maierials, ete., contribution towards
upkeep of Mundaring Weir Grounds, and
maintenanece of tarpauling, £68,600:

Mr. J. H. SMITH: What is the signifi-
cance of “Upkeep of Mundaring Weir
grounds and maintenance of tarpaulins’’
in this item?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: The
upkeep of Mundaring Weir grounds repre-
sents a very small proportion indeed of
that amount, only £40 or £50 a year.

Item—Timber Mills, £43,714:

Miss HOLMAN: I take this opportunity
to thank the Minister for Railways for im-
provements made at No. 2 mill. During
my first specch in this Chamber T criticised
severely the conditions at one of the bush
landings. The Minister has mnde many
improvements in the housing there, and at
present is building

The CHATRMAXN: I am afraid the hon.
member is out of order. That matter
should have been referred to on general
discussion.

Ttem—General Charyes, £63,000:

Miss HOLMAN: The stretchers used by
the Railway Department do not fit the St.
John ambulance, and if an aecident casc
is brought down on the railway a changs
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has to be made at the Perth station from
the railway streteher to the ambulance
stretcher, a good deal of suffering bainy
caused by the transfer. 1 would like the
Minister to cause atiention to he piven ti
that matter.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: The
department are going into the question.  The
railway ambulance is made to fit in with
railway conditions. The St. John Ambu-
lance Association could not afford a motor
car with a body large enough to take .
railway sireteher. It is not the fault of the
department that a car with so small a body
was bought by the association. Endeavours
are being made to arrange that railway
stretchers may be fitted into the ambulanee
without neeessity for transfer.”

Ttem—Electrical Engineer, ete., £4,534:

Mr. SAMPSON: Can extensions of elee-
tric current be made to additional outer
suburbs? The extension has brought pros-
perity to many districts, and other districts
hope to receive similar benefits.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: That
malter will be dealt with on the Loan Esti-
mates. IFurther extensions are dependent on
the amount of current the plant ean gen-
erate. A proposal for extension of the plant
is now under consideration, and the matter
will be decided in the course of a few days.

Vote put and passed.

Vote—State Batleries, £27,105:

Hon. G. TAYLOR : Does this vote inelude
an item for new batteries?

The Premier: No. This is for salaries,
Vole put and passed.

Vote—Cave House, £14,825:

Mr. J. H. SMITH : The member for
Sussex not being present, I wish to say a
few words on this vole. The Government
are adopting a dog-in-the-manger attitude.
Hundreds of people are desirous of staving
at the Cave House for holidays during the
period beginning now and extending to
March or April, but the Cave House is con-
tinually 6Glled. Do the Government propos:*
to expend another £10,000 or £15,000 o1
£20,000 in enlarging the accommodation?

The Minister for Agricultural Water Sup-
plies: No.
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Mr. J. H. SMITH: Will the Government
allow private enterprise to provide accom-
modation ¥

The Minister for Agricultural Water Sup-
plies: We are not preventing private enter-
prise from doing so.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: Yes.

The Minister for Agrienltural Water Sup-
plies: There is plenty of Jand available.

Mr. J. H. SMITH : If Jack Brown applies
for part of the reserve to be granted him
for the building of premises, will his appli-
cation be suecessful ¥

The Minister for Agrieultural Water Sup-
plies: No. The whole of the reserve is re-
quired for the purposes of the Cave House.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: Owing to the attitude
of {he Government, thousands of people are
deprived of pleasure and reereation.

The Minister for Agricultural Water Sup
plies: It is a matter for future consideration.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: Representations on the
subject have been made for a number of
years, and some action should be taken. [t
is impossible to secure acecommodation of
any kind wunless one books up months in ad-
vanee. There is, as the Minister says, plenty
of land available, but pot less than a mile
from the Cave House. I suggest that funds
be made available for increasing the aceom-
modation there.

Vote put and passed.
ote—Sale of Government Property Trust
Aecount, £156,447—agreed to.

Progress reported.

ADJOURNMENT—SPECIAL,.

THE PREMIER (Hon. P. Collier—
Boulder) [12.39]: T move—

That the House at its rising adjourn until
Tuesday, the 20th November,

Question put and passed.

Honse adjourned at 12.40 am. (Friday).



